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Introductions

Since UNSW Sydney was established in 1949, we
have endeavoured to positively impact society
for the benefit of all. With this vision at the core
of everything we do, we remain committed to
driving real-world change through transformative
education, innovative research and meaningful
engagement. The 17 United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) provide us with a
global framework that underpins how we respond
to society’'s most pressing challenges and work to
improve lives around the world.

In 2024, we launched our Progress for All Strategy
— a clear roadmap for how UNSW will live true to
this mission over the next ten years. Grounded in
the values of equity, sustainability and impact, the

strategy charts a bold direction for the next decade.

Its nine pillars are closely aligned with the 17 SDGs
— reflecting our ambition to help build a more just
and resilient future, both locally and globally.

Alongside this strategic vision, we developed
UNSW's first Societal Impact Framework — a
practical guide that shapes the University's

efforts to positively transform society. Informed
by the SDGs alongside national and international
initiatives, the framework outlines four key areas
of impact and, together with the strategy, is further
embedding SDG into our University's strategic
direction.

The Division of Societal Impact, Equity &
Engagement is enabling this work. The division
leads and coordinates UNSW's contributions to
societal progress, ensuring that our academic and
operational activities remain responsive, and acting
as a catalyst for meaningful, measurable change.

UNSW continues to have a real impact across all 17
of the SDGs. Recognising the vital role universities
like ours play in achieving the goals, we continuously
track our progress against the 2030 SDG agenda.
Our efforts are reflected in our global rankings. In the
2024 QS World Sustainability Rankings we placed
3rd globally for Social Impact and equal 12th for
Sustainability. In the 2024 Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings, UNSW rose to 7th in the world and
achieved four top 10 SDG rankings.

Our rankings reflect the efforts, innovation and
collaboration of our students, colleagues, partners
and communities in embedding sustainability,
equity and impactful engagement into everything
we do. | am delighted to introduce this fourth annual
UNSW Sustainable Development Goals Report, which
showcases the breadth and depth of our impact and
progress. It highlights the momentum we're building
and reaffirms our commitment to advancing the

SDGs as part of our mission to evolve progress for all.

Professor Bruce Edward Watson
Pro Vice-Chancellor Societal Transformation & Equity

Ensuring visibility and understanding of UNSW's
diverse contributions to the SDGs remains a
key priority.

The UNSW SDG Steering Committee plays a central
role in building awareness, supporting collaboration
and empowering staff and students to align their
work with the SDGs. We focus on fostering and
supporting cross-disciplinary collaborations and
partnerships aligned to the goals. 2024 marked a year
of milestones for the committee, as we introduced
new opportunities to champion this work.

We appointed our first Deputy Chair to build our
capacity to strengthen and embed SDG initiatives
and engagement between our faculties, centres and
institutes. We also initiated and supported UNSW'’s
participation at the Times Higher Education Global
Sustainable Development Congress in Bangkok,
where we hosted two sessions in partnership with
the UN and regional collaborators. The events
were a powerful opportunity to share our work on
a global stage and advance existing and emerging
partnerships.

Students play a pivotal role in shaping our SDG
efforts. In late 2024 we appointed four student
representatives from undergraduate, postgraduate
and research programs to work with the Steering
Committee and Manager, Societal Transformation.
They are helping to shape priorities and initiatives
for student engagement with the SDGs, and ensure
students have a voice at every meeting.

A real highlight of the year was the inaugural SDG
Showcase, led by the Societal Transformation &
Equity team. Held during Global Goals Week, the
event spotlighted the extensive SDG-related work
being undertaken across the University. Featuring
50 exhibitors, 20 talks and presentations, and a

dynamic program of interactive workshops,
hackathons and masterclasses, the Showcase
brought together over 1000 students and staff to
explore and advance our contributions.

Highlighting the breadth of our community’s
contributions and providing a unique opportunity
to connect with experts and discover ways to
get involved, the event was both a celebration of
UNSW's collective efforts and a launchpad for
future engagement. We are excited to continue
this event annually to deepen our community’s
connection with the SDGs.

As the culture of SDG engagement continues

to grow at UNSW, so too does the momentum
behind our activities. The approach we use

to guide this work centres around four pillars
that shape this report: Research & Enterprise;
Education & Student Experience; External
Leadership & Engagement; and Operations &
Governance. This framework ensures we remain
transparent, accountable and connected in our
progress toward advancing the SDGs.

Professor Rita Henderson

Deputy Dean (Societal Impact and Translation),
Faculty of Engineering and Chair of the UNSW
SDG Steering Committee

Back to contents
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2024 highlights

2rd i1 the world for social impact Becord do.natlon to tackle cervical cancer
o UNSW Sydney ranked 3rd in the world for Social in the Pacific

Impact and 12th for Sustainability in the QS UNSW received a record A$25.9 million donation

Sustainability Rankings, earning a top 20 spot for from the Swire Group to screen more than 130,000

the third year in a row. women in seven Pacific countries for cervical cancer.

The funds will allow the Kirby Institute at UNSW
to work with regional partners to tackle one of the
th . . deadliest preventable cancers in the region.
7" in the world for SDG impact
Q UNSW ranked 7th in the world in the 2024 Times

Higher Education Impact rankings. This overall 3" in research funding in Australia
ranking included:

« AS85 million from 108 Australian Research Council
* 2nd in the world for SDG 13 Climate Action (ARC) grants.

« 3rd in the world for SDG 6 Clean Water and Sanitation . AS$117.9 million from 72 National Health & Medical

15 Life on Land.
« AS60.7 million from 23 Medical Research Future

Fund (MRFF) grants.

First SDG Showcase « AS373 million in revenue and 151 business
partnerships in the TORCH, Defence Trailblazer,
and Trailblazer for Recycling and Clean Energy
programs.

[ > UNSW held its inaugural SDG Showcase to shine

a light on the work being done by the University to
progress the SDGs. From world-renowned research
and game-changing global initiatives to everyday
policy and practice changes on campus, the event
provided a unique opportunity for our community to
speak to the experts behind the work, and explore
possible ways to get involved.
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Featuring 50 exhibitors, 20 short talks and
presentations and half a dozen workshops,
hackathons and masterclasses, there was
something for everyone.

Back to contents



https://www.topuniversities.com/sustainability-rankings
https://www.topuniversities.com/sustainability-rankings
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/impactrankings
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/impactrankings
https://www.unsw.edu.au/edi/sustainability-matters/sdg-showcase
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/Record-25-million-donation-to-advance-cervical-cancer-elimination-in-the-Pacific
https://mcusercontent.com/4597bd6ac1ccbcb3757070f91/images/6ca8e82f-e860-8ff9-3706-a8e5c521f296.jpg

Partner of Global Sustainable
Development Congress

UNSW was a content partner and sponsor for

two events at the Times Higher Education Global
Sustainable Development Congress in Bangkok, which
sought to advance progress on the SDGs together
with 145 partner organisations from 85 countries.

Presenter at UN Summit of the Future

UNSW co-hosted an event on rising sea levels at the
UN Summit of the Future Action Days in New York,
highlighting the impact on Pacific countries and
showcasing its research-backed solutions.

Convener of international dialogues on
ocean sustainable development

The Global Ocean Accounts Partnership, whose
Secretariat is hosted at UNSW, convened the 5th
Global Dialogue on Sustainable Ocean Development
in Bali. It brought together over 450 participants
from nearly 50 countries, including ministerial
representatives from seven nations. The landmark
gathering catalysed concrete commitments, notably
Indonesia’s launch of its National Ocean Accounts
Dashboard and Costa Rica's leadership of a global
pledge for countries to develop ocean accounts

by 2030.

252

Celebrating 50 years in solar

UNSW celebrated the 50th anniversary of its solar.
research lab, the first in Australia. UNSW Scientia
Professor Martin Green pioneered the PERC and
TOPCON solar cells in the lab. Both cells account for
90% of modern global solar cell manufacturing.

Restoring mangroves in Fiji

UNSW is working with the University of the South
Pacific to design floating mangrove islands in Fiji to
protect vulnerable coastlines from a warming climate
and to revitalise ecosystems.

Key national human rights appointments

Research by UNSW's Australian Human Rights
Institute contributed to the establishment of a:

National Student Ombudsman - to provide
students with a trauma-informed complaints
mechanism as part of a national government
plan to address campus sexual violence in higher
education

National Anti-Slavery Commissioner — to shape the
implementation of future modern slavery reforms,
following research on company compliance with
the Modern Slavery Act 2018.

%
N

Reducing emissions in university
supply chains

Founded by UNSW, the International Universities
Climate Alliance (IUCA) represents climate research
universities from more than 20 countries. In 2024,
UNSW expertise was showcased in an online
Global Thematic Dialogue on reducing university
supply chain emissions, presented by the IUCA. The
event attracted registrations from academic and
professional staff from 75 universities and several
global organisations across 24 countries.

Emissions targets achieved

UNSW has achieved its 2025 target of a 30%
reduction in total emissions (scopes 1, 2 and 3). It
aims to achieve a 50% reduction by 2030 and reach
net zero by 2050 compared to a 2018 baseline.

Students from under-represented
backgrounds thriving at UNSW

Students admitted via UNSW'’s Gateway Admission
Pathway and Program - who are from under-
represented schools and low socio-economic status
(SES) backgrounds - achieved similar retention levels,

success rates and marks to the wider domestic
undergraduate community in 2024.The data shows
UNSW's bold approach to widening participation is
translating into success, not just access.

Back to contents



https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/unsw-partners-united-nations-tackle-global-sustainability-challenges
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/unsw-partners-united-nations-tackle-global-sustainability-challenges
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/07/unsws-vision-for-sustainability-global-sustainable-development-congress-2024
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/unsw-showcases-work-on-rising-sea-levels-un-summit-the-future
https://www.oceanaccounts.org/global-dialogue-sustainable-ocean-development/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/12/unsw-sydney-solar-pioneers-celebrate-50-years-world-leading-research-and-innovation
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/12/unsw-sydney-solar-pioneers-celebrate-50-years-world-leading-research-and-innovation
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/project-halophyte
https://www.humanrights.unsw.edu.au/our-impact/tackling-campus-sexual-violence
https://www.humanrights.unsw.edu.au/our-impact/transforming-the-way-australia-does-business
https://universitiesforclimate.org/
https://universitiesforclimate.org/
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/learn-how-universities-are-reducing-emissions-in-the-supply-chain
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/learn-how-universities-are-reducing-emissions-in-the-supply-chain
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2025/04/a-quarter-of-new-unsw-undergraduates-now-come-from-underrepresented-schools-and-they-re-thriving
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2025/04/a-quarter-of-new-unsw-undergraduates-now-come-from-underrepresented-schools-and-they-re-thriving
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2025/04/a-quarter-of-new-unsw-undergraduates-now-come-from-underrepresented-schools-and-they-re-thriving
https://www.unsw.edu.au/edi/widening-participation

SDG 1:

No Poverty

From co-publishing two national
reports on poverty and launching
a short course on poverty and
inequality, to pursuing equitable
changes to the tax system,
awarding equity scholarships and
providing financial services to
staff in need, UNSW is leading a
range of initiatives that contribute
to ending poverty.

Research & enterprise

Inequality report

The Poverty and Inequality Partnership between
the Australian Council of Social Service and
UNSW published the Inequality in Australia
2024 Report. The report highlighted that the
top 10% of households hold 15 times the
wealth (averaging AS5.2 million per household)
compared to the lowest 60% of households
(averaging AS$343,000 per household). It
demonstrated increasing inequality in Australia
and the need for major reform to housing,
superannuation and income support.

Material Deprivation report

The Poverty and Inequality Partnership also
published the Material Deprivation in Australia
Report, which found that one in 12 Australians
cannot afford two or more essential goods or
services. People on welfare support are around
flve times more likely to experience material
deprivation than the general population (45%
vs 9%), and those on the parenting payment are
four times more likely (38%).

Measuring climate impact on
the disadvantaged

In Australia, climate disasters could lead

to more than 500,000 homes becoming
uninsurable by 2030, many in already
disadvantaged areas. UNSW researchers were
awarded an ARC Discovery grant for a project
that will evaluate how climate-related disasters
are likely to impact the wellbeing of the already
disadvantaged. The project will develop a

new model of insurance provision and related
disaster responses.

Education &
student experience

Poverty and inequality short course

The Poverty and Inequality Partnership
launched a short course titled ‘Understanding
poverty, inequality and social disadvantage

in Australia’. The course explores the causes
and consequences of poverty and inequality in
Australia, with individuals with lived experience,
advocates and researchers. It is suitable for
professionals and researchers working in
social policy in for-profit, not-for-profit and
government sectors, and individuals with an
interest in supporting their organisation’s
advocacy for social change.

NO
POVERTY


https://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Inequality-Report-2024_who-is-affected-and-how.pdf
https://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Inequality-Report-2024_who-is-affected-and-how.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/04/wealth-gap-widening-new-report-acoss
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/04/wealth-gap-widening-new-report-acoss
https://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Material-deprivation-in-Australia_the-essentials-of-life.pdf
https://povertyandinequality.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Material-deprivation-in-Australia_the-essentials-of-life.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/multiple-deprivation-new-poverty-inequality-report
https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/study-with-us/short-courses/understanding-poverty--inequality-and-social-disadvantage-in-aus0
https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/study-with-us/short-courses/understanding-poverty--inequality-and-social-disadvantage-in-aus0
https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/study-with-us/short-courses/understanding-poverty--inequality-and-social-disadvantage-in-aus0

Equity scholarships

In 2024, 13 new equity scholarships at UNSW were
established. The total number of equity scholarships
was 1806, with 1366 awarded in the year and 440
continuing from prior years. For refugee and asylum
seekers, 16 students held scholarships, with seven
awarded in 2024 and nine continuing. The total
scholarships for accommodation were 107, with

60 awarded in 2024 and 47 continuing.

External leadership &
engagement

Tax Clinic lobbies for equality

The UNSW Tax and Business Advisory Clinic
provides free tax and business advice, community
education and research-driven advocacy for
those most in need. In 2024, the Clinic hosted

the Inspector-General of Taxation and Taxation
Ombudsman for a roundtable discussion on
preventing system abuse by perpetrators of
domestic violence, and potential reforms to get to
the root of economic inequities.

Tackling poverty's complexity

As part of Anti-Poverty Week, UNSW hosted a panel
featuring experts from ACOSS, Uniting NSW/ACT and
UNSW's Social Policy Research Centre. The panel
discussed the Poverty and Inequality Partnership
between ACOSS and UNSW, which aims to sharpen
the national focus on poverty and inequality in
Australia. The partnership was highlighted as a
model example for addressing poverty’s complex
issues.

Operations & governance

Support for staff facing uncertainty

UNSW offers its staff a range of support services for
those facing personal challenges and uncertainty.
These include seminars on financial wellbeing, free
counselling sessions and a staff hardship fund that
delivers emergency financial support for bills, rent,
temporary accommodation and food insecurity.

574

Publications

NO

POVERTY
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/unswbusiness_the-unsw-tax-and-business-advisory-clinic-activity-7262304628774457344-69Tb/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABylu7UBPNsvLRq7zPu-3IOyqk2jI9K7Zc0
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/unswbusiness_the-unsw-tax-and-business-advisory-clinic-activity-7262304628774457344-69Tb/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABylu7UBPNsvLRq7zPu-3IOyqk2jI9K7Zc0
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/unswbusiness_the-unsw-tax-and-business-advisory-clinic-activity-7262304628774457344-69Tb/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABylu7UBPNsvLRq7zPu-3IOyqk2jI9K7Zc0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjkciLd0XgU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjkciLd0XgU
https://www.jobs.unsw.edu.au/lifestyle-benefits/health-wellbeing#:~:text=week%20if%20possible.-,Staff%20Hardship%20Fund,-UNSW%20is%20committed

SDG 2:

UNSW worked to eradicate hunger
by researching access to healthy
and affordable food in a remote
Aboriginal community and in Sri
Lankan schools, contributing to an
Australian Government report into
food security, and highlighting the
benefits of campus food gardens.

Zero Hunger

Research & enterprise

Improving student food literacy

Food security among university students

in affluent nations is a growing concern. In
partnership with Macquarie University, UNSW
published a chapter in Higher Education

and SDG 2 on the potential for campus food
gardens to improve students’ food literacy and
access to nutritious food. They can also help
universities engage with the SDG 2 targets.

Investigating food insecurity in a
remote Aboriginal community

In partnership with the Dharriwaa Elders Group,
UNSW surveyed access to food in Walgett's
Aboriginal community. Researchers found

46% of the community were experiencing food
insecurity. Also, none of the 242 participants
were meeting dietary guidelines and were
therefore at risk of diet-related chronic disease.
The partnership is continuing to work on
community-led strategies to improve food and
water security.

Education &
student experience

Improving nutrition in a remote town

For the third consecutive year, UNSW students
completed a placement in the rural town of
Bourke to help improve nutritional outcomes for
local Aboriginal people through a community
garden. The garden produces seasonal produce
and is used in a food hamper delivery program
for older people. In 2024, students designed
and built another garden for the local high
school.

Disease-free meals in Sri Lankan
schools

Five UNSW Chemical Engineering students
travelled to Sri Lanka to work with the UN's
World Food Program to improve the nutrition
and safety of school meal programs. Students
investigated the industrial manufacture of food,
evaluating the safety of corn, potential aflatoxin
contaminations and the fortifying of rice with
iron. They delivered recommendations for good
practice, including rapid testing for aflatoxin.

Back to contents
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https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/978-1-83608-458-720241006/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/978-1-83608-458-720241006/full/html
https://www.dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/unsw-adobe-websites/yuwaya-ngarra-li/2023-06-news/2023-06-walgett-food-water.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/unsw-adobe-websites/yuwaya-ngarra-li/2023-06-news/2023-06-walgett-food-water.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1747-0080.12902
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1747-0080.12902
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/12/UNSW-students-support-garden-projects-in-Bourke
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/12/UNSW-students-support-garden-projects-in-Bourke
https://issuu.com/foodaust/docs/food_australia_july-sept_2024?fr=sYTIwZDc2MjAwNTk
https://issuu.com/foodaust/docs/food_australia_july-sept_2024?fr=sYTIwZDc2MjAwNTk

External leadership
& engagement

Helping Pacific countries achieve SDGs

Pacific countries are not on track to reach the SDGs,
including goals related to food. To assist, UNSW
hosted a roundtable where experts, industry and
researchers discussed the role of carbon in food
energy and water security post 2030 and how
countries can satisfy new net zero methodologies
without sacrificing progress on specific SDGs.

Food innovation in the Asia Pacific

In celebration of World Food Day, UNSW hosted

an online forum to discuss global food system
innovation and how they can be applied in the Asia
Pacific to leave no-one behind. Presentations were
made by global food experts from the UN’s World
Food Programme, UNICEF, the International Food
Policy Research Institute as well as Asia Pacific
universities.

Operations & governance

Healthy and sustainable menu at UNSW
SDG Showcase

At UNSW's inaugural SDG showcase, the menu was
curated by researchers from the UNSW Dietetics
and Food Innovation team in the Faculty of
Medicine & Health in collaboration with University
caterers. The menu offered healthy and sustainable
food options to attendees.

Nutrition assistance for employees

As part of a new employee assistance

program, UNSW offered its staff a Nutrition and

Lifestyle Assist service. The service provides
specialist advice on nutrition, sleep, resilience,
mindfulness, addictive behaviours, retirement
planning and positive lifestyle changes.

Publications

ZERO
HUNGER
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/07/unsws-vision-for-sustainability-global-sustainable-development-congress-2024/water-energy-and-food-goals-post-2030
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/07/unsws-vision-for-sustainability-global-sustainable-development-congress-2024/water-energy-and-food-goals-post-2030
https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/food-systems-innovation-asia-pacific
https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/food-systems-innovation-asia-pacific
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/campus-life/want-guidance-on-your-health-and-behaviours
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/campus-life/want-guidance-on-your-health-and-behaviours
https://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/programs/2024/9066
https://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/programs/2024/9066

SDG 3: Good Health
and Wellbeing

To promote healthier lives and wellbeing,
UNSW advanced understanding of healthier
food options in Aboriginal communities and
the benefits of lower sodium in processed
food, treated elderly loneliness with
innovative Al, and sought to remove legal
barriers to ending HIV and hepatitis.

Research & enterprise

Advancing health in Aboriginal
communities

UNSW researchers from the Yuwaya Ngarra-li
partnership presented at the 2024 Food Governance
Conference about community-led approaches to
healthy food and drinking water in remote Aboriginal
communities. Together with The George Institute,
they also gave evidence at a Victorian Government
Inquiry into Food Security about the relationships
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have
with food systems in connection to Country.

Advocating for less sodium in
processed food

High sodium levels in food lead to serious health
problems. Together with The George Institute, Griffith
University and Johns Hopkins University, UNSW
conducted a study that showed mandating stringent
targets for sodium levels in Australian packaged
foods in line with World Health Organization

(WHO) recommendations could prevent 40,000
cardiovascular events, 32,000 cases of kidney
disease and 3000 deaths over a 10-year period.

Treating loneliness with Al

Loneliness is a modern-day epidemic in Australia
costing AS$2.7 billion annually. UNSW's Big Anxiety
Research Centre is building Al ‘digital companions’
to support Australians facing loneliness and other
psychosocial challenges, like dementia, eating
disorders and depression. Al companions provide
calm, non-judgemental conversation that can help
people regulate their emotions.

GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING



https://www.unsw.edu.au/walgett-partnership
https://www.philanthropy.org.au/news-and-stories/australian-philanthropy-awards-2024-finalists-announced/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/10/tougher-limits-on-salt-in-packaged-foods-could-save-thousands-of-lives-study-shows
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/10/tougher-limits-on-salt-in-packaged-foods-could-save-thousands-of-lives-study-shows
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/is-it-really-possible-to-address-loneliness-through-ai1
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/is-it-really-possible-to-address-loneliness-through-ai1

GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

4

Education &

student experience

Helping students nurture their mental
health

The theme of the 2024 Mental Health Month at
UNSW was ‘Let’s Talk About It'. Students were
encouraged to pause and reflect on their mental
health and wellbeing in a wide range of workshops
on topics including mindfulness, how to help a friend,
wellbeing across cultures, building skills for healthy
romantic relationships, and navigating anxiety and
low mood.

Specialised chairs for Solomon Islands
children with disabilities

More than one billion people living with disabilities
require technical support. UNSW's Assistive Tech
Hub develops technology solutions for them. In 2024,
the Hub designed a postural chair for children with
disabilities in the Solomon Islands that can adapt

to their growth, endure daily wear and tear, and be
manufactured locally at low cost.

External leadership
& engagement

Showcasing UNSW health innovations

UNSW hosted the Future Health Expo in 2024. More
than 800 businesses, investors and government
bodies discovered more than 100 groundbreaking
projects by UNSW researchers in the areas of health
systems, health technology, next-gen medicine and
therapeutic innovations. The projects aligned with
the National Reconstruction Fund Corporation’s
priority areas.

T
H

Eradicating HIV and hepatitis

The law is an obstacle to ending blood-borne viruses.
UNSW-based Health+Law helps remove legal
barriers in Australia to testing, treatment and better
health outcomes for people living with HIV and
hepatitis. In a world first in 2024, with national peak
bodies, community organisations and individuals
across the country, Health+Law mapped the legal
landscape for people living with both diseases.

Operations & governance

$600m Health Translation Hub

Set to open in 2025, the 35,000 square metre
UNSW Health Translation Hub will bring together

researchers, clinicians, industry partners and public
health officials to translate research discoveries
into better patient care and health outcomes. UNSW
research will focus on personalised medicine,
advanced therapeutics, equitable health systems,
dementia, ageing well, mental health and cancer.

TRAT] HEALTH
TRANSLATION |

Australia’s first holistic children's
cancer centre

Opening in the Health Translation Hub in 2025,
the Minderoo Children’s Comprehensive Cancer
Centre (MCCCQC) is an Australian first. The MCCCC
will bring together experts from the Children’s
Cancer Institute, Sydney Children’'s Hospital and
UNSW to provide specialised cancer treatment,
education and research. It will feature wet and dry
laboratories, spaces for research, education and
training, and oncology units.

Improving hospital staff wellbeing

Research demonstrates that green spaces in
hospitals have the potential to improve the health
and wellbeing of staff and patients. In 2024, UNSW
researchers completed designs to restore the

first of three outdoor terrace spaces in the Royal
Hospital for Women. In addition to benefiting
wellbeing, the green terraces will increase
biodiversity in the local area.

11,496

Publications

Highlights

UNSW students assessed

campus retailers for healthy
food options as part of the
University’'s Good Food Charter
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Awards

NSW Scientist of the Year

— Scientia Professor Helen
Christensen for her work in
digital mental health

UNSW Eureka Prize - Professor

Stuart Tangye for his work

diagnosing rare diseases
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https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/mental-health-month-2024
https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/mental-health-month-2024
https://www.unsw.edu.au/challeng/vertically-integrated-projects/explore-vertically-integrated-projects/assistive-tech-hub
https://www.unsw.edu.au/challeng/vertically-integrated-projects/explore-vertically-integrated-projects/assistive-tech-hub
https://www.innovationcommunity.unsw.edu.au/futures-expo-series-future-health
https://www.nrf.gov.au/
https://www.wellbeing.unsw.edu.au/good-food-project#:~:text=The%20Good%20Food%20Charter%20encompasses,healthier%20food%20and%20drink%20options
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/10/Four-UNSW-researchers-win-NSW-Premiers-Prizes-for-Science-and-Engineering
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/10/Four-UNSW-researchers-win-NSW-Premiers-Prizes-for-Science-and-Engineering
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/09/unsw-researchers-win-at-australia-s--science-oscars-
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/09/unsw-researchers-win-at-australia-s--science-oscars-
https://www.healthpluslaw.org/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/UNSW-Health-Translation-Hub-reaches-new-heights
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/12/Minderoo-Childrens-Comprehensive-Cancer-Centre-to-transform-childhood-cancer-care
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/12/Minderoo-Childrens-Comprehensive-Cancer-Centre-to-transform-childhood-cancer-care
https://www.unsw.edu.au/global-water-institute/our-impact/projects/greening-hospital-terraces-for-improved-wellbeing
https://www.unsw.edu.au/global-water-institute/our-impact/projects/greening-hospital-terraces-for-improved-wellbeing
https://www.unsw.edu.au/global-water-institute/our-impact/projects/greening-hospital-terraces-for-improved-wellbeing

Linking Business students to SDGs

The UNSW Business School’s SDG Committee
continued to raise awareness among faculties and
students about the School’s commitment to the

goals in 2024. This included engaging more than

800 students in a survey on what SDGs the Business
School should prioritise, running faculty research and
teaching SDG showcases for the first time, having

a presence at Orientation Week and organising
volunteering events around sustainability issues.

SDG 4.

Quality Education

From fostering positive attitudes to
disability in Indonesian schools and
engaging high school students with

the SDGs, to providing educators

with resources on poverty and
neurodivergence, and hosting its fourth
Education Festival, UNSW raised the bar
on education.

Research & enterprise

Positive disability attitudes in
Indonesian schools

Researchers from the UNSW Social Policy
Research Centre and Universitas Negeri Padang
are collaborating on a seed-funded study to
examine how positive attitudes towards students
with disability can be fostered in Indonesian
school communities. The project focuses on two
primary and junior high schools in Padang, West
Sumatra, and aims to deliver impact through
policy, practices and community empowerment.

Education system performance
and sustainability

UNSW researchers wrote a background paper for
the UNESCO 2024/5 Global Education Monitoring
(GEM) Report on educational leadership. Titled
‘Leading for equity and excellence through
systemic design’, the paper drew on large-

scale education data to test education system
performance against the pillars of SDG 4.

UNSW researchers also co-published a paper
highlighting the fragility of the Sydney school
education workforce due to high living costs.

Education &
student experience

Connecting students to the SDGs

The Data Visualisation and Communication
course in the UNSW Business School teaches
students how to tell a story around data that

has real-world SDG impact to non-technical
stakeholders. Students are asked to pick an SDG
and at the end of their project recommend how
they would tackle the problem using the data
they have found. By following their own interests,
students discover why the SDGs are important.

QUALITY
EDUCATION

|

Pathway program for
underrepresented students

UNSW hosted 2926 students from 149 Gateway
partner schools throughout the year as part of
its Gateway educational outreach programs. The
programs aim to widen university participation
of students from under-represented and low-
SES backgrounds in Greater Western Sydney
and regional NSW. At one of the on-campus
days, students were asked to use social media
to engage young people in health and wellbeing
issues (SDG 3), and to come up with ideas for
waste management (SDG 12).

Mapping SDGs in engineering

Two schools in the UNSW Faculty of Engineering
- the School of Civil and Environmental
Engineering, and School of Chemical Engineering
- mapped the SDGs in each program using
different approaches. Staff from both schools
then led workshops at the UNSW SDG Showcase
and Education Festivals to discuss the different
approaches, the usefulness of mapping, and next
steps. The School of Chemical Engineering also
conducted a student survey on awareness and
perceptions of the SDGs, which was presented at
the World Engineering Education Forum 2024.

Back to contents 12



https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000391684
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000391684
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13384-024-00758-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13384-024-00758-5
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/11/uns-sustainable-sevelopment-goals-a-powerful-teaching-tool
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/11/uns-sustainable-sevelopment-goals-a-powerful-teaching-tool
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/11/transforming-business-education-for-sustainablity
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/11/transforming-business-education-for-sustainablity

SDG grants for Business School students

Each year, the UNSW Business School awards SDG
research grants. In 2024, five grants were awarded
for projects exploring climate extremes and financial
crises, the transition of electricity markets towards
renewable energy, food waste, information use in
sustainability policymaking, and the role of digital

technologies in environmental and social challenges.

In partnership with the Global Water Institute, the
School also awarded five SDG research grants to
master’'s and PhD students.

External leadership &
engagement

Fostering inclusive education

Researchers from UNSW's Social Policy Research
Centre co-developed poverty and inequality
education resources that have been used by
teachers for more than 60,000 primary and
secondary students. The resources call on students
to examine real-life stories and analyse and interpret
data to discover the realities of those experiencing
poverty. UNSW researchers also co-published a
teaching quide for university lecturers on making
students from under-represented backgrounds feel
valued and supported.

Inspiring the next STEMM leaders

Students from 21 Sydney high schools participated
in the UNSW Faculty of Engineering’s Water Wise
Energy Smart program in 2024. The program aimed
to empower Sydney’s youth to become sustainability
champions. Students were asked to build a solar-
powered house and participate in a water filtration
challenge. UNSW Engineering also hosted 60 girls

from Coogee Public School, who learned about water

filtration, electrical circuits and solar energy.

Operations & governance

Communities advancing education

The UNSW Education Focussed Communities of
Practice (EF CoPs) are a group of active learning
and teaching communities comprising academics,
professional staff, students and guest members.
Each EF CoP selects an education initiative that
has University-wide impact and meets regularly

to discuss progress. Initiatives include Al, course
design and development, education for sustainable
development, teaching for equity and diversity, and
work-integrated learning (WIL).

More sustainable universities

The University Social Responsibility Network — of
which UNSW is a member — hosted higher education
researchers, policymakers and administrators

from around the world in Beijing to discuss

higher education transformation and sustainable
development. At the event, UNSW led a roundtable
discussion on ‘Decolonial Approaches to University
Social Responsibility: Equity, Engagement and
Justice'.

Neurodiversity toolkit for educators

To foster greater inclusion in higher
education, UNSW'’s Diversified team
hosted a webinar on the unique barriers
neurodivergent students face and a toolkit
they developed to help educators.
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AS2.7 million grant to continue
inspiring kids aged eight to
12 to pursue STEM subjects
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More than 6000 people
attended UNSW's National
Science Week event
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https://www.adcet.edu.au/resource/11841/adcet-webinar-building-neuro-inclusive-education-with-diversified-the-power-of-collaboration-and-co-production
https://www.adcet.edu.au/resource/11841/adcet-webinar-building-neuro-inclusive-education-with-diversified-the-power-of-collaboration-and-co-production
https://www.education.unsw.edu.au/news-events/events/unsw-education-festival-2024
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/11/transformative-research-for-sustainable-development
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/11/transformative-research-for-sustainable-development
https://cool.org/poverty-and-inequality-education-resources
https://cool.org/poverty-and-inequality-education-resources
https://unireadytoolkit.com.au/sdm_downloads/inclusive-teaching-guide/
https://unireadytoolkit.com.au/sdm_downloads/inclusive-teaching-guide/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/Inspiring-the-Next-Generation
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/Inspiring-the-Next-Generation
https://www.education.unsw.edu.au/teaching/education-focussed-careers/communities-of-practice
https://www.education.unsw.edu.au/teaching/education-focussed-careers/communities-of-practice
https://www.education.unsw.edu.au/teaching/education-focussed-careers/communities-of-practice/current
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/sai-2024-highlights-report/Strategic%20Alliances%20and%20Initiatives%202024%20highlights.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/sai-2024-highlights-report/Strategic%20Alliances%20and%20Initiatives%202024%20highlights.pdf
https://unswcentreforideas.com/event/unsw-x-national-science-week-2024
https://unswcentreforideas.com/event/unsw-x-national-science-week-2024
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2025/03/UNSW-receives-2m-Optiver-Foundation-grant-to-boost-diversity-in-STEM
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2025/03/UNSW-receives-2m-Optiver-Foundation-grant-to-boost-diversity-in-STEM

SDG 5:

Gender Equality

UNSW championed equality between

genders by helping to make healthcare more
accessible and to prevent financial abuse,
encouraging women participation in STEMM,
business and politics, and by launching its first
gender equity strategy.

Research & enterprise

More equitable healthcare for
non-binary people

Clinicians’ lack of familiarity with trans and
gender-diverse patients can be a barrier to quality sexual
healthcare. To address these barriers, researchers at
UNSW's Australian Human Rights Institute are assessing
the accessibility of publicly funded sexual health services
in NSW for non-binary individuals from the perspective of
clinicians. They are identifying strategies for improvement
and delivering recommendations to government.

World-class health centre to challenge
male-centricity

The Centre for Sex and Gender Equity in Health and
Medicine was launched at UNSW in 2024 to research key
issues and develop and support policies aimed at making
medical care more equitable.

Protecting women from financial abuse

Approximately 16% of Australian women have
experienced financial abuse by a cohabiting partner. A
UNSW paper found 58% of financially vulnerable women
seeking pro bono tax services have experienced domestic

and family violence.The report’'s authors recommended
increasing services for vulnerable women and tackling
gender issues in Australia’s tax system. A separate UNSW
report recommended changing insurance policies to
better protect victim-survivors from financial abuse.

Education &
student experience

for female students
studying mathematics

é AS2.5m from UNSW alumna

Encouraging women participation in STEMM
and business

Women are under-represented in STEMM and business

in Australia. The UNSW STEMM Champions program
hosted students from Coogee Public School at the
Faculty of Engineering to ignite interest in and passion for
engineering. The UNSW Business School held a Girls in
Business camp where high school students from across
NSW met inspiring female leaders, visited companies and
gained an understanding of different business fields.

GENDER
EQUALITY



https://www.humanrights.unsw.edu.au/research/current-research/accessibility-non-binary-sexual-health-services
https://www.humanrights.unsw.edu.au/research/current-research/accessibility-non-binary-sexual-health-services
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/03/World-class-centre-tackles-sex-and-gender-inequities-in-health-and-medicine
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/03/World-class-centre-tackles-sex-and-gender-inequities-in-health-and-medicine
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/02/how-identify-and-support-women-facing-economic-abuse
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/02/how-identify-and-support-women-facing-economic-abuse
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/02/how-identify-and-support-women-facing-economic-abuse
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/03/insurance-latest-weapon-financial-abuse-how-to-fix
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/innovation-and-engagement/unsw-driving-progress-through-philanthropy
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/innovation-and-engagement/unsw-driving-progress-through-philanthropy
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/Inspiring-the-Next-Generation
https://www.unsw.edu.au/business/about-us/equity-diversity-inclusion/girls-in-business-camp
https://www.unsw.edu.au/business/about-us/equity-diversity-inclusion/girls-in-business-camp

External leadership &
engagement

Nurturing more women political leaders

With the aim of increasing the number of women

in politics, UNSW's Pathways to Politics program
delivers practical training, workshops, mentoring
and career-long support to women with ambitions
of becoming political leaders. The program ran for
its fourth year in 2024 and was hosted by UNSW's
Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law and supported
by the Australian Human Rights Institute, the Social
Policy Research Centre and others.

Enhancing economic security for women
in the Pacific

Rising global fragility has dented progress in
international development, particularly for women.
UNSW received a Centre for Australia-India
Relations grant to investigate Indian and Australia

development programs targeting women’'s economic

security in the Pacific. To support inclusive and
sustainable development, the report proposed
building a new cooperation framework, fast-tracking

access to finance and technology, prioritising gender

data, and cooperating on gender-intentional climate
action and resilience.

Operations & governance

UNSW's first Gender Equity Strategy

In 2024, the University launched the UNSW Gender
Equity Strategy. The 2024-2028 Strategy promotes
inclusive practice for people of all genders, it builds
on commitments and programs already in place
for women and gender-diverse people, and it sets
new, measurable objectives for future progress.
The strategy will enable staff of all genders to feel
valued, respected and able to be their authentic
selves.
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High Commendation for
the UNSW Women in
Construction project -

Australian Institute of
Building awards

GENDER
EQUALITY



https://www.unsw.edu.au/law-justice/news-events/pathways-politics-program-women-nsw
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/edi/2024-03-unsw-gender-equity-strategy-2024-2028-desktop-view.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/07/innovative-smart-seats-aim-to-improve-safety-of-public-spaces
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/07/innovative-smart-seats-aim-to-improve-safety-of-public-spaces
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/07/innovative-smart-seats-aim-to-improve-safety-of-public-spaces
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/07/innovative-smart-seats-aim-to-improve-safety-of-public-spaces
https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/our-schools/built-environment/our-research/clusters-groups/women-in-construction-project
https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/our-schools/built-environment/our-research/clusters-groups/women-in-construction-project

To help protect and support access
to the world’s most valued resource,
UNSW worked with local partners to
enhance water knowledge and quality
in regions including the Asia-Pacific,
Kenya, Uganda, the rural NSW town of
Walgett and on campus.

SDG 6: Clean Water
and Sanitation

Research & enterprise

75 years of UNSW water research

To demonstrate its commitment to

safeguard the planet’'s marine, freshwater

and urban water ecosystems, UNSW hosted
the exhibition ‘Living Water: 75 years of

water research at UNSW'. The exhibition
showcased the significant contributions

made by University researchers towards water
governance and security, healthy oceans,
resilient coastlines, and safe and equitable
access to water in Australia and globally.

Informing water decisions in the
South Pacific

In collaboration with the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
UNSW investigated changes in the climate
and water availability in Palau, Tonga and
Timor-Leste. The research provided reliable
data and analysis each country can use

to make better informed decisions around
climate adaptation and water. The project
supported the FAO's Regional Pacific Climate
Adaptation Programme.

CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

Education &
student experience

Empowering future leaders in
Timor-Leste

In support of water conservation and climate
change mitigation, UNSW participated in
Timor-Leste’'s PermaYouth Camp. More than
800 future sustainability leaders, including

seven UNSW students, gained technical
permaculture skills and knowledge, and
insights into the challenges Timor-Leste
faces. UNSW researchers presented their
work, which uses satellite data to model
water security, and hydrological monitoring
and water balance modelling in the country.

Capturing the human experience in
water security

Human experiences are not typically captured
in water research. In partnership with The
George Institute for Global Health and

Water Research Australia, UNSW hosted

a webinar on the benefits of the Water
Insecurity Experiences (WISE) Scales, which
capture human experiences with food and
water security. The WISE method improves
transparency and accountability, and
enhances decision-making.
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https://www.library.unsw.edu.au/about-unsw-library/exhibitions-program/living-water
https://www.library.unsw.edu.au/about-unsw-library/exhibitions-program/living-water
https://www.unsw.edu.au/global-water-institute/our-impact/projects/climate-change-impacts-on-water-security-in-palau-tonga-and-timor-leste
https://www.unsw.edu.au/global-water-institute/our-impact/projects/climate-change-impacts-on-water-security-in-palau-tonga-and-timor-leste
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/Empowering-future-sustainability-leaders-at-PermaYouth-Camp-in-Timor-Leste
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/unsw-global-water-institute_wiseabrscales-foodinsecurity-waterinsecurity-activity-7212346057161154560-CnBN/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABylu7UBPNsvLRq7zPu-3IOyqk2jI9K7Zc0
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/unsw-global-water-institute_wiseabrscales-foodinsecurity-waterinsecurity-activity-7212346057161154560-CnBN/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABylu7UBPNsvLRq7zPu-3IOyqk2jI9K7Zc0
https://www.ipr.northwestern.edu/wise-scales/impact/

External leadership
& engagement

Model filtration system in rural Kenya

Access to water in rural areas of Kenya is limited.
UNSW brought together partners from its Uganda
water initiative and the Kenyan social enterprise
FundiFix to install a model filtration system at
FundiFix offices that delivers safe drinking water.

FundiFix will share the results with local government,

aiding efforts to improve water quality in the Kitui
region.

Improving water quality in Walgett

People, animals and plants rely on Walgett's rivers
for food and water. UNSW works in partnership with
the local Dharriwaa Elders Group (DEG), including
the Walgett River Rangers, to measure and publish
reports on the quality of the water weekly. The
University also worked with the DEG to build a water
kiosk for residents that, unlike the town'’s water
supply, is low in sodium and safe for people with
chronic health conditions.

More than 6400 litres of safe drinking
water provided to Walgett residents at the
Dharriwaa Elders Group water kiosk.

CLEAN WATER
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Operations & governance

Dharug Water Walk on campus Publications A
UNSW and Aunty Rhonda Dixon-Grovenor hosted a public walk on
campus to consider how water moves through the watercourse Awards

and under urban streets, and rises through ancient aquifers to
flood swampland on Bidjigal and Kamaygal land. Walkers also
learned about local Indigenous knowledges and language to
encourage community participants to connect with Country.

IAHR and UNESCO award
for excellence in water
training and education
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/05/UNSW-and-Gulu-University-reflect-on-partnership-impacts
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/05/UNSW-and-Gulu-University-reflect-on-partnership-impacts
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2025/02/unsw-gulu-university-asei-fundifix-collab-safer-drinking-water-in-kitui-kenya
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/index.php/waterquality?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=2024%20Highlights&utm_medium=email
https://dharriwaaeldersgroup.org.au/index.php/waterquality?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=2024%20Highlights&utm_medium=email
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/02/gali-water-kiosk-opened-walgett
https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/yanma-badhu-dharug-water-walk
https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/yanma-badhu-dharug-water-walk
https://www.iahr.org/index/detail/1694
https://www.iahr.org/index/detail/1694

SDG 7. Affordable
and Clean Energy

From rolling out a campus
electrification plan and working

on technologies to turn waste

and sunlight into hydrogen, to
supporting the take-up of clean
energy by students, households and
Pacific Island communities, UNSW
led the race to net zero.

Unlocking solar cell efficiency

In a world first, UNSW researchers
uncovered the mystery of how light particles
split. They will apply this knowledge to
create a new solar cell prototype with the
aim of increasing cell efficiency beyond the
current 30% ceiling, which could transform
the future of renewable energy.

Research & enterprise

Global solar hydrogen hub

Converting sunlight into hydrogen via
photocatalysis is a cost-effective approach
to hydrogen production. UNSW and its global
partners received $750,000 in government
funding to establish a world-leading hub for
photocatalytic solar hydrogen research. The
new hub will coordinate global research and
commercialisation efforts in support of net
zero targets.

Two emissions projects grants

Two UNSW projects received seed funding
from the NSW Government as part of its net
zero ambitions. The SunSPOT app helps people
understand the costs, savings and returns

on a rooftop solar system, batteries and heat
pumps. The other project is an open platform
for real-time renewable energy bidding and
trading that will help increase renewable energy
distribution and supply.

Education &
student experience

Australia’s first Student Energy Chapter

The complexity of the world’s energy transition
demands a diverse range of perspectives and
skills. To help, UNSW students established
Australia’s first Student Energy Chapter,

which comprises a global network of 50,000
students across 120 countries. The Chapter
will empower the next generation of leaders to
address the growing demand for clean energy
projects and policies.

Solar communication and energy for
Pacific countries

Communications services in Vanuatu are often
damaged during natural disasters, when they
are needed most. UNSW students worked with
Vanuatu Community Aid and locals on Tanna
Island to install and repair solar-powered
lighting and phone charging at key locations
and in schools. In Fiji, UNSW Engineering
students installed rooftop solar systems on
homes as part of an elective course.
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/12/unsw-green-hydrogen-project-secures-glodip-funding
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/12/unsw-green-hydrogen-project-secures-glodip-funding
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/11/unsw-engineering-carbon-emission-reduction-projects-earn-eesn-grant-funding
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/11/unsw-engineering-carbon-emission-reduction-projects-earn-eesn-grant-funding
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/innovation-and-engagement/unsw-students-launch-australias-first-student-energy-chapter
https://www.unsw.edu.au/challeng/humanitarian-engineering/global-impact-stories/solar-energy-project-helps-remote-vanuatu-villages
https://www.unsw.edu.au/challeng/humanitarian-engineering/global-impact-stories/solar-energy-project-helps-remote-vanuatu-villages
https://www.unsw.edu.au/challeng/humanitarian-engineering/global-impact-stories/solar-energy-project-helps-remote-vanuatu-villages
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/unswengineering_some-of-our-students-recently-travelled-to-activity-7257227950440275969-y2Q6/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/unswengineering_some-of-our-students-recently-travelled-to-activity-7257227950440275969-y2Q6/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/07/fresh-light-on-the-path-to-net-zero
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/07/fresh-light-on-the-path-to-net-zero

External leadership &
engagement

Showcasing UNSW innovations to
industry

Connecting researchers with industry is vital for
delivering clean energy projects. UNSW hosted
the Future Climate & Clean Energy Expo, which
saw more than 850 businesses, investors and
government bodies discover more than 100
green technology projects at UNSW. Projects
aligned with the key National Reconstruction
Fund priorities of climate resilience and
biodiversity, decarbonisation, extreme weather,
and waste reduction and recycling.

Turning waste into hydrogen in remote
communities

UNSW and the University of Newcastle's
Trailblazer for Recycling and Clean Energy
(TRaCE) team is working with Rio Tinto on
technology that repurposes organic waste,
which would otherwise go to landfill, into a
resource to generate renewable hydrogen. The
technology could be particularly beneficial for
remote communities in arid locations, as it
overcomes the need for a clean water source
with electrocatalytic water splitting. Once
established, the technology could be scaled up
globally.

Masterclass on business sustainability

As the world’s third largest exporter of fossil fuels,
Australia’s leadership in energy transition is vital.
The UNSW Business School hosted the AGSM 2024
Professional Forum, with a masterclass on putting
responsible and sustainable leadership principles to
work. Attendees were challenged to come up with
strategies to keep the world below the 2°C global
warming target. Solutions were put into a global
climate simulation to demonstrate to attendees and
to empower Australian business leaders to transition
towards more sustainable business practices.

Operations & governance

First all-electric building

UNSW unveiled its first fully electrified building,
Colombo House, which features electric water
heaters, cooktops, dryers and barbecues -
preventing 82 tonnes of CO2e emissions per

year. The University plans to electrify other
accommodation buildings by 2025, and all
campuses by 2030. Electrical amenities at UNSW are
powered by 100% renewable energy purchased in an
innovative agreement from the Sunraysia Solar Farm.

UNSW receives global sustainability award

UNSW'’s efforts to decarbonise and achieve net zero
received the Schneider Electric Award for ‘impact to
my enterprise’. UNSW was one of five recipients from
a pool of 400 globally, and it was the only Australian
organisation. The University was recognised for

its Environmental Sustainability Plan, use of 100%
renewable electricity, its electrification rollout and its
digitisation of systems.

2791

Publications

Goals

Electrify all
accommodation buildings
by 2025 and all campuses
by 2030

—7

Awards

UNSW’'s Climate 10x
Accelerator program -
raised more than AS1.1
million for startups

Professor Andy Pitman
appointed Net Zero
Commissioner by NSW
Government
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https://www.innovationcommunity.unsw.edu.au/impact/futures-expo-series-future-climate-clean-energy
https://www.nrf.gov.au/
https://www.nrf.gov.au/
https://trace.org.au/from-waste-to-hydrogen-in-remote-communities/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/07/A-masterclass-in-sustainable-and-leadership
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/07/A-masterclass-in-sustainable-and-leadership
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/07/A-masterclass-in-sustainable-and-leadership
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/campus-life/unsw-celebrates-our-first-all-electric-building
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/innovation-and-engagement/unsw-flicks-the-switch-on-100-renewable-electricity
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/awards/unsw-receives-global-acclaim-sustainability-impact-awards
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/awards/unsw-receives-global-acclaim-sustainability-impact-awards
https://www.sustainability.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/UNSW_Environmental-Sustainability-Plan-2022_v2.1.pdf
https://www.sustainability.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/UNSW_Environmental-Sustainability-Plan-2022_v2.1.pdf
https://unswfounders.com/climate-10x-accelerator
https://unswfounders.com/climate-10x-accelerator
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/academic-excellence/andy-pitman-appointed-net-zero-commissioner
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/academic-excellence/andy-pitman-appointed-net-zero-commissioner
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/academic-excellence/andy-pitman-appointed-net-zero-commissioner
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SDG 8: Decent Work
and Economic Growth

UNSW promoted the values of decent
work and economic growth by highlighting
underpaid social service workers and the
need for more action on modern slavery,
nurturing the careers of Indigenous
students, preparing the health workforce
for the future and equipping students to
become drone pilots.

Research & enterprise

Highlighting underpayment of
social workers

More than 300,000 Australians work in community
and social service industries, and the majority are
women in non-government organisations. A UNSW
survey of 3122 workers found that at least 30% of
workers were paid less than their legal entitlements.
Researchers recommended amending the relevant
payment award for the industry to ensure workers'
skills and contributions are recognised, and to help
achieve gender pay equity.

Quicker work status for asylum seekers
and refugees

UNSW researchers are leveraging Al technology

to collect data on decisions made by the courts in
the case of asylum seekers and refugees seeking
protection visas. UNSW's ‘Hear Me Out’ platform
informs people, such as asylum seekers and
refugees, about how to lodge a formal complaint to
authorities. Both projects are helping asylum seekers
and refugees to establish their legal working status
faster, allowing them to participate fully in Australia’s
economy.

DEGENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

Education &
student experience

Modern slavery accountability

Globally, more than 50 million people are estimated
to be living in conditions of modern slavery. UNSW
hosted a talk by specialist in state-corporate crime
Dr Rhiannon Bandiera. The talk questioned whether
Australian state and corporate action on modern
slavery was enough, and proposed that meaningful
impact requires action across the full continuum
of exploitation. Dr Bandiera also highlighted the
coloniality of Australia’s modern slavery legislation.

Indigenous careers symposium

The UNSW Nura Gili Centre for Indigenous Programs
works with organisations like Ernst & Young to
support and prepare Indigenous students for the
workforce. In 2024, the Centre hosted the UNSW
Indigenous Careers Symposium where experts
discussed the importance of a people-focussed
approach to the Indigenous career lifecycle. Industry
partner representatives and Indigenous students
also shared their firsthand experiences.
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-05-23/report-uncovers-systemic-underpayment-of-social-services-workers/103884616
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-05-23/report-uncovers-systemic-underpayment-of-social-services-workers/103884616
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/sprc/our-projects/australias-social-and-community-services-workforce
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/sprc/our-projects/australias-social-and-community-services-workforce
https://www.unsw.edu.au/law-justice/our-research/impact/leveraging-ai-driven-technologies-improves-access-justice-people-seeking-asylum
https://www.unsw.edu.au/law-justice/our-research/impact/leveraging-ai-driven-technologies-improves-access-justice-people-seeking-asylum
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2025/04/hear-me-out
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/knowingly-profiting-from-modern-slavery-australias-modern-slavery-act-tickets-1077114541589?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/knowingly-profiting-from-modern-slavery-australias-modern-slavery-act-tickets-1077114541589?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/12/how-education-and-industry-can-support-indigenous-students#:~:text=Putting%20the%20students%20at%20the%20centre&text=At%20the%20UNSW%20Indigenous%20Careers%20Symposium%2C%20held%20in%20October%202024,them%20to%20achieve%20their%20potential
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/12/how-education-and-industry-can-support-indigenous-students#:~:text=Putting%20the%20students%20at%20the%20centre&text=At%20the%20UNSW%20Indigenous%20Careers%20Symposium%2C%20held%20in%20October%202024,them%20to%20achieve%20their%20potential

HR's role in sustainability

To help future human resource (HR)
professionals embed sustainability into

their organisations, UNSW launched the
Sustainability and Human Resources
Management course. Examining real-life
case studies and featuring guest speakers
from different industries, the online course
supports students to learn how to describe an
organisation’s sustainability challenges, how
Human Resources Management policies and
practices impact those challenges, and what
approaches and strategies add value.

External leadership
& engagement

The future of the health workforce

UNSW's Faculty of Medicine & Health hosted a
seminar titled ‘The future of healthcare: who,
where and how?’ which was attended by more
than 300 participants. At the seminar, experts
from the NSW Government and the Australian
health industry proposed that by planning

for the future, the industry can create a more
resilient, adaptable and innovative workforce
that is well prepared to meet the health
challenges and opportunities of tomorrow.

Operations &
governance

Making campus more inclusive

To mark the International Day of People

with Disability, UNSW hosted a panel event

on ‘Breaking Barriers: Exploring Disability
Inclusivity at UNSW'. Experts discussed the
University’s progress and potential in making its
campus more inclusive for everyone. The panel
featured a Paralympian and UNSW student,

a neurodiversity consultant, a director of the
UNSW Creative Robotics Lab and the director of
the UNSW Disability Innovation Institute.

Work-integrated learning for students

There is increasing pressure on educators to
incorporate Work-Integrated Learning (WIL)

into higher education degrees, but it remains

a challenge. To help the sector, UNSW hosted

a talk by Professor Denise Jackson from

Edith Cowan University, who is an expert in
employability and WIL. Professor Jackson
discussed ongoing challenges and the
opportunities to advance WIL to better meet the
needs of diverse stakeholders.
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https://handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/2025/ZZBU6403?year=2025
https://handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/2025/ZZBU6403?year=2025
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/11/developing-hr-students-into-agents-of-positive-change
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/11/developing-hr-students-into-agents-of-positive-change
https://soundcloud.com/unsw-1/medconnect-the-future-health-workforce-who-where-and-how?si=95284a6d87e94bb780b708df59b2f827&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/unsw-1/medconnect-the-future-health-workforce-who-where-and-how?si=95284a6d87e94bb780b708df59b2f827&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/unswmedicine_breaking-barriers-exploring-disability-inclusivity-activity-7269172064144482304-o4zC/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABylu7UBPNsvLRq7zPu-3IOyqk2jI9K7Zc0
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/unswmedicine_breaking-barriers-exploring-disability-inclusivity-activity-7269172064144482304-o4zC/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABylu7UBPNsvLRq7zPu-3IOyqk2jI9K7Zc0
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/breaking-barriers-exploring-disability-inclusivity-at-unsw-tickets-1072784309749?aff=odeccpebemailcampaigns&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_medium=ebcampaigns&utm_campaign=42505573&utm_term=ctabutton&mipa=ABIdvVsozMqS9c5gaQpLTDtm3HF-QWs_a-bQMX5uzA8UZRkdIaAzq3cVCgE4rxKu2fJ22NNrouxlY83PJP-xxLdE7znAC3t8rL_WBEHfMgHbgRskVwqqka99HHru0JW_ZpBSOwd8k7F3LSND-u3XyqB_eF9HaETeBUxiBRRZ3sP0Evo9WJvENKji2AYALi0uuu3k4cV6av8Kt4pKeIZRgsbscsV3lOnyfE5_0g_GXSooOxADlyTD2WGdGpGcgxro4KPKGeb0Koe_CzzMvO5lV1cD1nblYPRlAw
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/breaking-barriers-exploring-disability-inclusivity-at-unsw-tickets-1072784309749?aff=odeccpebemailcampaigns&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_medium=ebcampaigns&utm_campaign=42505573&utm_term=ctabutton&mipa=ABIdvVsozMqS9c5gaQpLTDtm3HF-QWs_a-bQMX5uzA8UZRkdIaAzq3cVCgE4rxKu2fJ22NNrouxlY83PJP-xxLdE7znAC3t8rL_WBEHfMgHbgRskVwqqka99HHru0JW_ZpBSOwd8k7F3LSND-u3XyqB_eF9HaETeBUxiBRRZ3sP0Evo9WJvENKji2AYALi0uuu3k4cV6av8Kt4pKeIZRgsbscsV3lOnyfE5_0g_GXSooOxADlyTD2WGdGpGcgxro4KPKGeb0Koe_CzzMvO5lV1cD1nblYPRlAw
https://www.education.unsw.edu.au/news-events/events/navigating-challenges-work-integrated-learning
https://www.education.unsw.edu.au/news-events/events/navigating-challenges-work-integrated-learning
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teomG4oEZOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teomG4oEZOc
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/06/World-first-study-Skilled-refugee-employment-regional-Australia
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/06/World-first-study-Skilled-refugee-employment-regional-Australia
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/UNSW-first-for-Career-Impact-second-for-Research-AFR-Rankings
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/UNSW-first-for-Career-Impact-second-for-Research-AFR-Rankings
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/UNSW-first-for-Career-Impact-second-for-Research-AFR-Rankings
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Industrial
Revolution 2.0

For a safe and fair digital world

Together with the University of Technology Sydney
(UTS), UNSW hosted the Trustworthy Digital
Society Research Forum where 60+ leaders from
government, industry and academia explored
opportunities to foster an equitable, safe and
sustainable digital world.

SDG 9: Industry, Innovation

and Infrastructure

In support of sustainable growth,
UNSW launched research hubs
to address the housing and
carbonisation crises, helped
Indonesian shrimp farmers

to minimise disease risks,
nurtured new entrepreneurs in
Western Sydney and developed
students’ knowledge of quantum
technologies.

Research & enterprise

Helping Indonesian shrimp farmers to
avoid disease

To prevent and mitigate epidemics at
Indonesian shrimp farms, UNSW is working
with eFishery, Padjadjaran University and
Indonesia’s Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries to develop an information system that

detects, reports and monitors shrimp diseases.

By reducing disease risks, the research helps
improve productivity and sustainability at the
farms and in the aquaculture industry.

New lab to solve Australia’s
housing crisis

Australia is experiencing a housing crisis.

To help policymakers, UNSW's City Futures
Research Centre (CFRC) received a AS1 million
grant to create a Housing Analytics Lab. The
lab aims to develop digital tools on past and
live planning assessments and approvals, and
provide insights into land zoning, development
pipelines, social and affordable housing, and
rental availability.

Education &
student experience

Accelerating entrepreneurship in
Western Sydney

UNSW Founders invested $700,000 in funding
to launch a Health Tech Entrepreneurship
Program, as part of the Liverpool Innovation
Precinct in Western Sydney. Inaugural events
included Pitch Night, where 20 teams presented
ideas to address social challenges to more
than 120 attendees. First place went to a dental
business for people living with disabilities. Four
of the five winners were women-led teams,
including a business that creates re-usable
earplugs from sustainable materials.

Sustainable design courses at UNSW

In UNSW'’s Designing in Context course,
students use the SDGs to solve a design
challenge related to the circular economy,
social impact, accessibility, sustainable fashion,
health or eco design. In the Creativity and
Entrepreneurship course, students refer to the
SDGs to uncover big and meaningful problems
worth solving.
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https://efishery.com/en/
https://www.aquafeed.com/newsroom/farming-news/efishery-padjadjaran-university-to-develop-shrimp-disease-information-system-in-indonesia/
https://www.aquafeed.com/newsroom/farming-news/efishery-padjadjaran-university-to-develop-shrimp-disease-information-system-in-indonesia/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/05/city-futures-reasearch-centre-receives-1-million-to-create-state-of-the-art-housing-data-lab
https://unswfounders.com/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/05/Seeking-Liverpools-future-entrepreneurs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/05/Seeking-Liverpools-future-entrepreneurs
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kate-parsons-4484a710_a-heartfelt-thank-you-to-unsw-founders-activity-7289834242488905729-x8a8/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kate-parsons-4484a710_a-heartfelt-thank-you-to-unsw-founders-activity-7289834242488905729-x8a8/
https://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/2024/ddes9013
https://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/2025/DDES9015
https://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/2025/DDES9015
https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/trustworthy-digital-society-research-forum-2024
https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/trustworthy-digital-society-research-forum-2024

External leadership
& engagement

Showcasing UNSW at Parliament House

To demonstrate UNSW's positive impact on society,
University researchers and educators exhibited
their innovative and groundbreaking work to more
than 150 federal politicians and policy advisors at
Parliament House in Canberra. The ‘Powered by
UNSW'’ showcase featured short talks on cancer
research, solar energy, quantum computing, tax and
women in business.

New decarbonisation institute

To help tackle the world’'s dependency on fossil
fuels, UNSW launched the Institute for Industrial
Decarbonisation (1ID). The IID will harness expertise

across disciplines — including engineering, business,
law, planning and design — to support government
and industry ambitions to achieve net zero. 11D will
demonstrate global leadership as the transition
towards net zero gathers pace.

Operations & governance

Nurturing innovation on campus

UNSW commissioned an Innovation Working

Group comprising academic and professional staff
to create an action plan to grow and nurture the
University’s innovation ecosystem. The plan includes
establishing an innovation hub and playbook,
developing more physical and virtual spaces

for innovation, and sharing more staff stories of
innovations that have impact.

New quantum lab for students

UNSW's new capstone Quantum Teaching Lab in

the School of Physics builds students’ skills by
demonstrating emerging quantum technologies.
Experiments at the lab focus on quantum correlation,
coherent quantum manipulation and quantum
properties of matter. Undergraduates work with
research-grade instrumentation and equipment

in a collaborative environment to advance their
understanding of quantum technology and its
potential to significantly impact the world.
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UNSW ranked 1st for
startups and spinouts — for
the third straight year

Most entrepreneurial
university in Asia Pacific
— 2024 Triple E Awards
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https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/innovation-and-engagement/members-parliament-and-senators-connected-our-experts-the-powered-unsw
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/innovation-and-engagement/members-parliament-and-senators-connected-our-experts-the-powered-unsw
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/08/UNSW-Sydney-launches-Institute-for-Industrial-Decarbonisation
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/08/UNSW-Sydney-launches-Institute-for-Industrial-Decarbonisation
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/campus-life/innovation-ecosystem-unsw
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/campus-life/innovation-ecosystem-unsw
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/torch-technology-roadshow-2024-strengthens-australia-china-innovation-partnerships
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/torch-technology-roadshow-2024-strengthens-australia-china-innovation-partnerships
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/10/UNSW-ranked-number-one-for-startups-and-spinouts-for-third-straight-year
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/10/UNSW-ranked-number-one-for-startups-and-spinouts-for-third-straight-year
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/09/UNSW-named-most-entrepreneurial-university-in-Asia-Pacific

SDG 10: Reduced

Inequalities

UNSW advanced the pursuit of equality

for all with research on legal support for
refugees, the need for more social housing,
and improving accessibility, and it achieved
prestigious platinum award status for
LGBTQIA+ inclusion.

Research & enterprise

Fairer visa outcomes for refugees

In Australia, refugees and people seeking asylum
apply to the government for protection visas and,

if unsuccessful, appeal the decision in court. Using
Al to mine court data, UNSW researchers found

52% of refugees did not have legal representation
and those who did were nine times more likely to
succeed than those without. The findings indicate
the government’s decision to abolish funding for free
legal services may be disadvantaging refugees.

Healthy interventions for troubled times
UNSW'’s Nutrition, Exercise and Social Equity (NExuS)

team in the School of Clinical Medicine leads
research into mind-body and non-pharmacological
interventions for people experiencing mental illness,
gender-based violence and food insecurity, as well as
refugees and asylum seekers.

Improving disability research

UNSW's Disability Innovation Institute (DIIU) hosted
the Disability Matters Online Symposium to examine
inclusive research methodologies and their impact
on research in Australia.The symposium is part of

a six-year collaboration with the global Disability
Matters project, which aims to make disability the
driving subject of research. The DIIU also published
guidance on the ethical issues involved in co-
production research with people with disability in
Australian universities.

Support for students with
disabilities

ActivateUNSW offers students with
disabilities, a long-term health condition
or mental health condition group

mentoring sessions in a safe environment
to help them ease into University life.
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/law-justice/our-research/impact/leveraging-ai-driven-technologies-improves-access-justice-people-seeking-asylum
https://www.unsw.edu.au/medicine-health/our-schools/clinical-medicine/research-impact/research-groups/psychiatry-mental-health-neuroscience/nutrition-exercise-and-social-equity-discipline-of-psychiatry-and-mental-health
https://www.unsw.edu.au/medicine-health/our-schools/clinical-medicine/research-impact/research-groups/psychiatry-mental-health-neuroscience/nutrition-exercise-and-social-equity-discipline-of-psychiatry-and-mental-health
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvLj-TPG_Ig
https://www.disabilityinnovation.unsw.edu.au/disability-matters
https://www.disabilityinnovation.unsw.edu.au/disability-matters
https://www.disabilityinnovation.unsw.edu.au/inclusive-research/guidelines

Education &
student experience

25% of all students from equity cohorts

UNSW is committed to having an undergraduate
community that reflects the broader Australian
population, and enabling access, participation

and success for students from equity cohorts.

To support this commitment, the UNSW Gateway
Equity Target aims for 25% of commencing
domestic undergraduate students to be from a
low-socioeconomic background and/or socio-
educationally disadvantaged school by 2027. In Term
1 2025, enrolments from equity cohorts had risen
to almost one in four, putting UNSW within striking
distance of its 2027 target.

External leadership
& engagement

A need for fairer housing policies

A report by UNSW's City Futures Research Centre
(CFRC) titled ‘Towards an Australian National
Housing and Homelessness Strategy’ inspired
federal politicians to call for a 10-year National
Housing and Homelessness Plan. The CFRC also
found the rates of homelessness are up 22% in the
three years to 2023-24, and that housing stress is
intensified in Queensland. UNSW also led a report
highlighting the need for more social housing for
people with complex needs.

Healing Indigenous trauma with VR

In a world first, UNSW'’s Transforming Trauma
project is working in partnership with Aboriginal
communities and organisations to develop culturally
informed virtual reality (VR) tools that provide
psychosocial support to Indigenous Australians

in regional and remote communities experiencing
trauma. In 2024, the project received a AS2.8 million
federal grant to evaluate the cultural, psychosocial
and health impacts of the VR tools being developed.

Decolonising language

UNSW hosted a Linguistics Symposium featuring
research on decolonising language and discussing
recent work around social justice, multilingualism
and digital technologies.

Operations & governance

Training for better equality

As part of its commitment to a respectful and
inclusive culture, UNSW launched a new suite of
diversity and inclusion training in 2024, which was
attended by 428 staff. Topics include LGBTQIA+
allyship, cultural inclusion, accessibility and student

equity. It also offered workshops on anti-racism to
staff and students at UNSW Diversity Festival 2024.

Making hidden disabilities visible

It is estimated that 4 million people in Australia live
with a hidden disability. To increase awareness and
support, UNSW implemented the Hidden Disabilities

Sunflower initiative. The initiative includes student
and staff training, and offering a green sunflower
lanyard to those with hidden disabilities who can
wear it to let people know they may need extra help,
time or support.
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Better disability
preparedness in
crises and natural
disasters event —
event hosted by the
Australian Human
Rights Institute and
DIIU at Diversity
Festival 2024
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Awards

Only NSW university
awarded platinum status
for LGBTQIA+ inclusion
— Australian Workplace
Equality Index 2024
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https://www.ahuri.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/2023-06/AHURI-Final-Report-401-Towards-a-Australian-Housing-and-Homelessness-Strategy.pdf
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/2023-06/AHURI-Final-Report-401-Towards-a-Australian-Housing-and-Homelessness-Strategy.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/06/queensland-housing-stress-more-intense-than-any-other-state-report
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/06/queensland-housing-stress-more-intense-than-any-other-state-report
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/10/social-housing-delivers-more-than-just-a-home-for-people-with-complex-support-needs-report
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/10/social-housing-delivers-more-than-just-a-home-for-people-with-complex-support-needs-report
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/10/VR-project-healing-indigenous-trauma-receives-2-8m-MRFF-grant
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/10/VR-project-healing-indigenous-trauma-receives-2-8m-MRFF-grant
https://www.unsw.edu.au/edi/widening-participation/gateway-equity-target
https://www.unsw.edu.au/edi/widening-participation/gateway-equity-target
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/register-now-new-diversity-and-inclusion-training
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/register-now-new-diversity-and-inclusion-training
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/register-now-new-diversity-and-inclusion-training
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/supporting-people-non-visible-disability
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/supporting-people-non-visible-disability
https://www.disabilityinnovation.unsw.edu.au/disability-crises-and-natural-disasters-preparedness-and-resilience-diversity-festival-2024
https://www.disabilityinnovation.unsw.edu.au/disability-crises-and-natural-disasters-preparedness-and-resilience-diversity-festival-2024
https://www.disabilityinnovation.unsw.edu.au/disability-crises-and-natural-disasters-preparedness-and-resilience-diversity-festival-2024
https://www.disabilityinnovation.unsw.edu.au/disability-crises-and-natural-disasters-preparedness-and-resilience-diversity-festival-2024
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/06/UNSW-achieves-platinum-employer-status-for-LGBTQIA-inclusion
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/06/UNSW-achieves-platinum-employer-status-for-LGBTQIA-inclusion
https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/hal-linguistics-symposium

SDG 11: Sustainable

Cities and Communities

To help humans become more sustainable,
UNSW discovered the benefits of city parks
for ecosystems, how to cool hot cities and the
impact of climate on indoor pollution, it hosted
marquee sustainable living events and

it received an award for a campus bush

food project.

Research & enterprise

Urban green spaces benefit ecosystems

Researchers from UNSW and multiple institutions
undertook a study that found urban green spaces
positively contribute to local ecosystems. The study
compared 56 urban green spaces and found they assisted
nearby natural environments in 23 ways, including better
water retention, carbon capture, nutrient recycling and
pathogen control. The study demonstrates urban green
spaces are doing more than connecting people

with nature.

Sustainability for a remote
Aboriginal community

Researchers from the Yuwaya Ngarra-li Partnership with
the Dharriwaa Elders Group (DEG) published a paper
highlighting its community-led design approach to
improving the built environment and wellbeing of Walgett’s
Aboriginal community. UNSW is also working with the

DEG and the Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service on a
community-led disaster response and recovery project

to address the disproportionate impact on Aboriginal
communities in disasters.

Cooling towns and cities

Researchers from the School of Built Environment

led a AS700,000 project to create a National Heat
Vulnerability Observatory Index to measure and mitigate
heat vulnerability in Australian towns and cities. UNSW
researchers also co-published the results of a study
that cooled the city of Riyadh by up to 4.5°C with highly
reflective ‘super cool’ materials developed by UNSW, and
with irrigated greenery and energy retrofitting measures.
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/04/park-life-urban-green-spaces-just-important-natural-reserves
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Two Seidler Chairs appointed

Professors Richard Hassell and Wong
Mun Summ were appointed Seidler
Chairs in the Practice of Architecture.
The two founded WOHA, an
architecture firm specialising in
climate change and urbanisation.

Education &
student experience

Campus sustainability projects win awards

Two UNSW student teams mentored by the UNSW
Cities Institute won top prizes at the 10th Global
Conference of the Alliance for Healthy Cities in
Seoul. The UNSW Bush Tucker Trail Project won

first prize in the healthy city policy category for its
green corridors on campus that increase biodiversity.
Another UNSW team won second prize for the use

of community gardens to enhance the student
experience.

Planting food plants on campus

UNSW Urban Growers held a Garden Bee on campus
to celebrate World Food Day. Students and staff
planted pumpkin, bean, cucumber and leek seeds,
and harvested lettuce, silverbeet and strawberries,
and they installed a compost bin. UNSW Urban
Growers is a staff and student initiative that has
cultivated a community garden for learning and
retreat purposes that is open to everyone.

Real-life SDG experience for

first-year students

For the fifth year in a row, the UNSW Business School
led the UN SDG Challenge for First-Year Students to

motivate and inspire students to address complex
social and environmental issues.More than 180

students in 33 teams worked on a case study on how

renewable energy developers can support regional
communities to be sustainable. Final pitches were
judged by representatives from EY and Snowy Hydro,
an Australian renewable energy company.

External leadership
& engagement

UNSW hosts events championing
sustainability

UNSW hosted a range of key sustainability events

in 2024. The Urban Futures Expo showcased 75
innovations by UNSW researchers to drive urban
transformation and sustainability. The UNSW
Institute for Climate Risk & Response hosted its
first annual conference, which was attended by 150
delegates from industry, government, academia and
the community. The UNSW Cities Institute hosted a
Thai Government delegation to further collaborative
efforts to build smarter cities.

Smarter support for disaster victims

The frequency of disasters is rising at an alarming
speed. To better support people in the aftermath of a
disaster, UNSW launched its HowWeSurvive initiative
in 2024. At a UNSW event, Senior Research Fellow
for HowWeSurvive and former lead of the Australian
Red Cross disaster recovery program, Dr Kate

Brady, highlighted the predictable consequences

of disasters and how those affected can be better
supported.
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/success-in-seoul-for-unsw-students
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/unsw-institute-climate-risk-response-conference
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/unsw-institute-climate-risk-response-conference
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/cities-institute/our-work/thai-delegation-visits-to-further-regional-collaboration-with-unsw-cities-institute
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/cities-institute/our-work/thai-delegation-visits-to-further-regional-collaboration-with-unsw-cities-institute
https://howwesurvive.com/
https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/unsw-melbourne-alumni-talks-dr-kate-brady#:~:text=Disasters%20are%20Awful%3A%20What%20comes,is%20changing%20much%20more%20slowly
https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/unsw-melbourne-alumni-talks-dr-kate-brady#:~:text=Disasters%20are%20Awful%3A%20What%20comes,is%20changing%20much%20more%20slowly
https://www.beinreview.unsw.edu.au/richard-hassell-and-wong-mun-summ-of-woha-appointed-as-seidler-chairs.html
https://www.beinreview.unsw.edu.au/richard-hassell-and-wong-mun-summ-of-woha-appointed-as-seidler-chairs.html
https://woha.net/

Operations & governance

Creating a world-class campus

To ensure UNSW continues to offer world-class
spaces for students, researchers and staff through
to 2040, UNSW launched the Future Campus project.
The project sought community input on four key
Space Principles that will apply to all future capital
projects and space strategies. Initial project plans
include the removal of obsolete buildings and
building of sustainable replacements, and increasing

student accommodation options and affordability.

Making urban cities more climate-resilient

More than 10 million Australians live in urban areas
that suffer from urban overheating. To further
understand the impact of overheating on people’s
health, researchers from the UNSW Climate-Resilient

Cities Lab used smart sensors and 3D modelling to
measure and analyse heat and air quality in indoor
and outdoor campus environments. The study
highlighted the need for adequate cross ventilation
and air filtration.
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/05/city-futures-reasearch-centre-receives-1-million-to-create-state-of-the-art-housing-data-lab
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/05/city-futures-reasearch-centre-receives-1-million-to-create-state-of-the-art-housing-data-lab
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/05/city-futures-reasearch-centre-receives-1-million-to-create-state-of-the-art-housing-data-lab
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/07/mat-santamouris-recognised-for-lifetime-contribution-to-sustainable-architecture
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/07/mat-santamouris-recognised-for-lifetime-contribution-to-sustainable-architecture
https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/our-schools/built-environment/our-research/be-in-review/be-in-review-2024-25/unsw-researchers-recognised
https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/our-schools/built-environment/our-research/be-in-review/be-in-review-2024-25/unsw-researchers-recognised
https://www.estate.unsw.edu.au/news/future-campus
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/campus-life/help-shape-the-future-our-campuses
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/campus-life/help-shape-the-future-our-campuses
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/campus-life/themes-emerged-in-staff-qa-sessions-in-2024#:~:text=Campus%20life%20and%20development
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/campus-life/themes-emerged-in-staff-qa-sessions-in-2024#:~:text=Campus%20life%20and%20development
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/campus-life/themes-emerged-in-staff-qa-sessions-in-2024#:~:text=Campus%20life%20and%20development
https://www.climate-resilientcities.com/
https://www.climate-resilientcities.com/

SDG 12: Responsible
Production and
Consumption

From transforming old mattresses Research & enterprise
and textile waste into kitchen tops

and supporting the case for a global Leader of global recycling and clean
treaty on plastics, to championing energy program

less plastic on campus and less The UNSW SMaRT Centre is the recycling lead
waste by its labs and suppliers, in the A$277 million Trailblazer for Recycling
UNSW led the charge towards a and Clean Energy (TRaCE) program. TRaCE is

a partnership between UNSW, the University of
Newcastle and 27 industry partners. Running
for four years until 2026, it is helping Australia
and the world transition to sustainable recycling
and clean energy solutions, such as solar,
sustainable fuels, energy storage and recycling
microfactories.

circular economy.

Turning waste into green ceramics

A TRaCE collaboration between the UNSW
SMaRT Centre and Kandui Technologies is
creating non-toxic ‘green ceramics’ from waste
textiles and mattresses, which can be used

as an alternative to cut stone in kitchens and
construction. The green ceramics are made
using UNSW's revolutionary MICROfactorie
waste-to-product technology. TRaCE support
will help the project to upscale manufacturing
and explore additional waste streams.

Education &
student experience

Plastic Free July

UNSW joined the global Plastic Free July
campaign calling for the campus community to
ditch plastic and single-use packaging. In 2024,
the UNSW campaign targeted the reduction of
the campus'’s use of 500,000 single-use coffee
cups annually. The campaign builds on UNSW's
ongoing Plastic Free Dining initiative, with
campus retailers removing plastic items and
switching to fully compostable packaging.

Designing a circular economy

The undergraduate Concepts and Context
course in the School of Art & Design inspires
students to become designers who lead

the transition from the linear production of
textiles towards circular economy principles.
The course helps student develop their
understanding of textile creation, lifecycles

and impact. Design strategies that divert cloth
from landfill and use waste textiles are strongly
encouraged.
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https://www.smart.unsw.edu.au/research-programs/trailblazer-recycling-and-clean-energy
https://www.smart.unsw.edu.au/research-programs/trailblazer-recycling-and-clean-energy
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/06/how-to-build-a-circular-economy
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/03/unsw-led-recycling-and-clean-energy-innovation-program-unveils-first-projects
https://www.smart.unsw.edu.au/news-events/news/rethinking-waste-collaboration-offers-sustainable-manufacturing-solutions
https://www.smart.unsw.edu.au/news-events/news/rethinking-waste-collaboration-offers-sustainable-manufacturing-solutions
https://www.sustainability.unsw.edu.au/plastic-free-july-2024
https://www.sustainability.unsw.edu.au/plastic-free-july-2024
https://www.sustainability.unsw.edu.au/get-involved/plastic-free
https://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/undergraduate/courses/2022/ddes1160
https://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/undergraduate/courses/2022/ddes1160

1 RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION
AND PRODUCTION

No country in the world that meets the basic needs

External Ieadership & Reducing resource use w

engagement

Data and institutional groundwork for a
global plastics treaty

UNSW'’s Centre for Sustainable Development Reform
(CSDR), serving as Secretariat for the Global Ocean
Accounts Partnership (GOAP), is advancing global
efforts to manage plastic pollution through both data
innovation and international policy development.

At the UN's global plastics treaty negotiations in
South Korea, CSDR launched two critical data tools

— the Plastics Data Checklist, which helps countries
assess available data across the plastics lifecycle,
and the Global Plastics Data Tracker, which identifies
supply chain opportunities for progress. The CSDR
simultaneously works with member states to
develop an international legally binding instrument
on plastic pollution, including marine environments.
CSDR successfully cultivated strong support among
member states for this data-driven approach to
plastic pollution management ahead of continued
negotiations in 2025.

Tackling the data problem with plastics

To support global efforts to improve plastic pollution
management, UNSW's Centre for Sustainable
Development Reform launched two data tools at

the UN'’s global plastics treaty negotiations in South
Korea. The Plastics Data Checklist helps a country
understand what data is available on plastics across
their lifecycle. The Global Plastics Data Tracker
identifies global supply chain data to indicate where
progress can be made.

of its citizens is operating at a sustainable level
of resource use. To help countries get there, the
UNSW Centre for Ideas hosted an event called
‘Degrowth’. Sustainability experts from UNSW, the

Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO) and government discussed the
urgent resource challenges that need to be faced to
slow climate change, reduce inequality and ensure a
sustainable future.

Operations & governance

Lab swap to avoid waste

Laboratory consumables and equipment are one
of UNSW's top five sources of supply chain carbon
emissions. UNSW TechNet hosted an inaugural
lab swap event to promote resource sharing and

circular economy behaviour. Approximately 60

UNSW students and staff participated with around
80 boxes of consumables and seven pieces of
equipment donated. More than 70% of items worth
AS26,000 were swapped, avoiding 12 tonnes of
CO2e emissions.

Supplier Charter updated

In 2024, UNSW updated its Supplier Charter to
reinforce its commitment to ethical, sustainable and
socially responsible procurement. The new version
of the charter introduces enhanced standards

of conduct in business dealings, environmental

sustainability, work health and safety, diversity and
inclusion, social value and around misconduct.
UNSW also launched a Sustainable Procurement
Framework to foster stronger sustainability in its

supply chain.
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Awards

Edgeworth David Medal -
Professor Yansong Chen
for his solar panel
recycling technology
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/about-us/excellence/unsw-finance/sustainable-procurement
https://www.unsw.edu.au/about-us/excellence/unsw-finance/sustainable-procurement
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Climate Action

In support of net zero ambitions, UNSW
developed innovative ways to train firefighters
in 3D, shared its climate expertise with the
public, collaborated with the UN and other
international partners to develop and share
knowledge, hosted a workshop to help people
understand climate action they can take at a
local level, and created dashboards to track its
own emissions goals.

Research & enterprise

Water for Climate Mitigation

Energy production is water intensive. In collaboration with
the UN-Water Expert Group on Water and Climate Change
and the International Universities Climate Alliance (IUCA),
UNSW helped to investigate important water use data

in the pursuit of climate targets. The study served as a
critical input to the UN-Water Analytical Brief on Water for
Climate Mitigation, which was launched at COP29.

Delivering 3D fire training to firefighters

Bushfires are common and dangerous in NSW. UNSW
entered into a five-year agreement with Fire and Rescue
NSW (FRNSW) to provide immersive bushfire visualisation
training for firefighters. A University-built 3D cinema at
FRNSW'’s premises will recreate real-world scenarios
where wind speed, fuel load and temperature can be
adjusted to help firefighters prepare for the unpredictable
behaviour of fires.

Listening to locals to improve disaster recovery

Disaster recovery is dominated by top-down command-
and-control philosophies, despite evidence showing
community-led recoveries are more successful. To
improve disaster recovery efforts, UNSW researchers
founded HowWeSurvive. The initiative aims to improve
decision-makers’ ability to listen to people affected

by disasters and call out bad practices that overlook
community voices.
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Education &
student experience

Climate empowerment for higher
education students

Universities play an important role in empowering
future climate leaders. Together with the
International Universities Climate Alliance (IUCA),
Monash University and UN-Youth Australia, UNSW
co-hosted an online global thematic dialogue to
consider global youth perspectives on climate
education. The event convened youth leaders and
youth empowerment experts across the world ahead
of COP29.

Empowering individuals to act on climate

To help unravel the complexities of climate change,
UNSW hosted a Climate Fresk workshop for students
and staff where they learned about the climate crisis

and what kind of individual action they can take.
More than 160 UNSW staff and students participated
in the workshop, and more than 2 million people
from 167 countries have participated globally.

External leadership
& engagement

Exploring natural solutions for
climate challenges

In partnership with engineering consultancy Arup
Australia, UNSW hosted a roundtable to explore the
positive roles nature can play in climate adaptation
in Australasia and the Pacific. UNSW and Arup
identified opportunities to collaborate on Pacific
migration, mangrove interventions, student mobility
and STEM research engagements.

Sharing climate knowledge at
marquee events

To advance climate action, the UNSW Institute

for Climate Risk & Response held an inaugural
conference to explore its efforts and opportunities.
UNSW'’s Making Good Media project hosted a talk
at SXSW Sydney on how media might cover positive
climate action in the future. And at the University's
first-ever SDG Showcase, UNSW researchers
discussed their groundbreaking efforts in climate
change and clean energy.

Operations & governance

Powering analysis of emissions and
climate risk

UNSW is committed to achieving a 30% emissions
reduction by 2025, 50% by 2030 and net zero by
2050 compared to its 2018 baseline. The University
created dashboards to show carbon emissions

by faculty and division, empowering teams to
monitor their progress and achieve targets. UNSW
also engaged 80 stakeholders to undertake

an assessment of climate-related risks and
opportunities in 2024, for sharper resilience planning
and disclosure requirements.

Planting trees to offset emissions

For 2024 emissions, UNSW chose to voluntarily
purchase carbon credits equivalent to its scope 1
emissions. UNSW partnered with Greenfleet

to purchase 9217 units from Australian native
reforestation offsets, as well as the same number

of Verified Carbon Credits Units (VCUs) from
international projects. UNSW staff and students also
joined Greenfleet to plant around 1100 native trees in

the Lucas Heights Reserve, helping to restore native
ecosystems, build critical habitat for koalas and
possums, restore water quality and remove carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere.
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Signed up to the ‘living
lab’ approach to carbon
neutrality — with 18
universities worldwide
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Awards

Global climate
communications prize
— Scientia Professor
Matthew England

International award for
pioneering research -
Professor Lisa Alexander

for her climate change
datasets
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https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/join-global-dialogue-on-climate-empowerment-higher-education-students
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/join-global-dialogue-on-climate-empowerment-higher-education-students
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2025/01/Unravelling-the-complexities-of-climate-change
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2025/01/Unravelling-the-complexities-of-climate-change
https://www.arup.com/contact-us/australia/
https://www.arup.com/contact-us/australia/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/12/unsw-arup-partnership-the-role-of-nature-in-climate-adaptation
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/12/unsw-arup-partnership-the-role-of-nature-in-climate-adaptation
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/12/unsw-arup-partnership-the-role-of-nature-in-climate-adaptation
https://hkust.edu.hk/joint-declaration-embracing-living-lab-approach-promote-carbon-neutrality
https://hkust.edu.hk/joint-declaration-embracing-living-lab-approach-promote-carbon-neutrality
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/09/UNSWs-Professor-Matthew-England-receives-international-honour-for-climate-change-communication
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/09/UNSWs-Professor-Matthew-England-receives-international-honour-for-climate-change-communication
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/02/unsw-climate-data-expert-awarded-prestigious-copernicus-medal0
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/academic-excellence/unsws-newest-climate-institute-host-first-annual-conference
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/academic-excellence/unsws-newest-climate-institute-host-first-annual-conference
https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/engage-with-us/innovation-hub/projects/massive-action-sydney/Making-Good-Media
https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/engage-with-us/innovation-hub/projects/massive-action-sydney/Making-Good-Media
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWAA7lJBFPc&list=TLGGn-fK3l52370xOTAzMjAyNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWAA7lJBFPc&list=TLGGn-fK3l52370xOTAzMjAyNQ
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/take-look-unsws-interactive-carbon-emissions-dashboards
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/take-look-unsws-interactive-carbon-emissions-dashboards
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/restoring-native-forests-and-climate-hope
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/restoring-native-forests-and-climate-hope

SDG 14: Life

Below Water

UNSW sought to preserve water life by
helping restore wetlands and kelp forests,
leading global efforts in ocean accounting
and collecting coastal data from the
around the world to conserve beach
ecosystems.

Research & enterprise

Restoring wetlands for farmers and birds

Working with local council and WetlandCare
Australia, UNSW'’s Water Research Laboratory (WRL)
transformed degraded landscape into 80 hectares of
new tidal wetlands on the mid-north coast of NSW.
WRL performed a similar restoration in the Tomago
Wetlands. Both projects reduce acidity impacts for
nearby farmers and create a respite for animals,
such as migratory wading birds.

Saving oysters from climate change

Oysters are vulnerable to disease and mass mortality
events. Together with UTS and the NSW Government,
UNSW explored how climate change events, like
heavy rainfall, are weakening the immune defences
of oysters and creating novel diseases. To ensure
the resilience of oysters, researchers recommended
enhancing selective breeding programs.

Leading ocean sustainable development

The Global Ocean Accounts Partnership (GOAP)
Secretariat, hosted by UNSW'’s Centre for
Sustainable Development Reform, advances ocean
sustainable development through research, capacity
enhancement, and institutional strengthening.
Ocean accounts transform fragmented data into
indicators revealing marine ecosystems’ economic,
livelihood, climate, and community value. The Ocean
Fellows Program embeds 33 researchers across 14
countries, pioneering applications including social
ocean accounting in Mozambique and blue carbon
valuation in Indonesia. In 2024, the Secretariat
produced 22 knowledge products and 30 policy
briefs while training 1110 individuals across 56
sessions, ensuring ocean accounting methodologies
translate into practical sustainable governance
solutions worldwide.
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https://meridian.allenpress.com/australian-zoologist/article-abstract/44/1/185/492590/Emerging-diseases-in-Australian-oysters-and-the?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://meridian.allenpress.com/australian-zoologist/article-abstract/44/1/185/492590/Emerging-diseases-in-Australian-oysters-and-the?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.oceanaccounts.org/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/centre-for-sustainable-development-reform
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/centre-for-sustainable-development-reform
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/wrl

Education &
student experience

Exhibiting 75 years of
UNSW water research

Water is at the centre of every community. To
showcase the University's commitment to protecting
this vital resource, UNSW exhibited ‘Living Water:

75 years of water research at UNSW'. The exhibition
highlighted the significant contributions made

by UNSW toward water governance and security,
healthy oceans and resilient coastlines, and safe and
equitable access to water.

Accounting for the impact of
artificial light on fish

Artificial light at night can harm shallow reefs.
UNSW's Centre for Marine Science and Innovation
found that the predatory and plant-eating behaviour
of fish can be altered in unexpected ways under
artificial light, compared to daytime and dark
environments. The research highlights how coastal
management strategies need to account for light
pollution to preserve valuable underwater resources.

External leadership
& engagement

Restoring kelp forests and enhancing
restoration impact

The world’s kelp forests are rapidly disappearing. A
UNSW-led project called the Kelp Forest Challenge
aims to restore 4 million hectares of kelp forests
globally by 2040. In 2024, the project was endorsed

by the UN Decade of Ocean Science. Research lead
Dr Aaron Eger also co-developed a database of
marine and coastal restoration projects in Australia
and New Zealand.

Better coastal planning

Coastlines are experiencing vast change. To help
coastal planners, UNSW researchers created the
CoastSnap app. The app enables community
members to take photos on their smartphones at
more than 350 installed cradles in 31 countries.
Almost 50,000 photos have been collected and are
being used as data to track events like sand erosion,
seaweed impacts on fishing and dune recovery.

Operations & governance

Restoring Sydney’s underwater forests

In 2024, UNSW's ‘Operation Crayweed’ project
received a $890,000 lan Potter Foundation grant

to expand and accelerate seaweed restoration

along a 70 kilometre stretch of Sydney’s coastline.
The project allows for models of best practice

to be shared with a global community of kelp
conservationists, and it supports efforts to engage
local communities and foster a deeper connection to

the underwater world.
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Kelp Forest Challenge
endorsed by the UN Decade
of Ocean Science
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https://www.library.unsw.edu.au/about-unsw-library/exhibitions-program/living-water
https://www.library.unsw.edu.au/about-unsw-library/exhibitions-program/living-water
https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85212318196&origin=inward&txGid=a8421ea500b76bcb58314e7edba38f3d
https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85212318196&origin=inward&txGid=a8421ea500b76bcb58314e7edba38f3d
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/08/Kelp-Forest-Challenge-endorsed-by-UN-Ocean-Decade?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=2024%20Highlights&utm_medium=email
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/08/Kelp-Forest-Challenge-endorsed-by-UN-Ocean-Decade?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=2024%20Highlights&utm_medium=email
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/emr.12596
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/emr.12596
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/01/become-a-beach-scientist-this-summer-and-help-monitor-changing-c
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/01/become-a-beach-scientist-this-summer-and-help-monitor-changing-c
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/cmsi/research-projects/ecological-management/operation-crayweed-restoring-sydneys-underwater-forests
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/08/Kelp-Forest-Challenge-endorsed-by-UN-Ocean-Decade
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/08/Kelp-Forest-Challenge-endorsed-by-UN-Ocean-Decade
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/08/Kelp-Forest-Challenge-endorsed-by-UN-Ocean-Decade
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Life On Land

Interventions to protect vulnerable
animals and conserve important
habitats, using Indigenous knowledge
to better manage bushfires and
increasing biodiversity on campus
were some of the efforts UNSW made
to protect life on land in 2024.

Research & enterprise

Protecting vulnerable animals

To help animals survive and thrive, UNSW
researchers analysed the diet of male southern
elephant seals who are threatened by climate
change, it reintroduced quolls, bettongs and
bilbies to a national park after a 100-year
absence due to feral cats and foxes, and it

helped open a new rescue centre for platypuses
affected by drought in regional NSW.

Using Indigenous knowledges to
manage bushfires

Bushfires devastate Australian communities
and are becoming more frequent. To help
prevent and manage them, UNSW researchers

are incorporating Indigenous practices and

understandings of fire in bushfire management.
Research areas include corresponding

Indigenous songlines to managing landscape
on ridgelines, and examining traditional fire lore
to understand how modern bushfire regimes
will be affected by climate change.

Education & student
experience

Re-introducing native food plants
onh campus

UNSW students and staff planted 265 native
bush food plants spanning 26 species on
campus to increase biodiversity and habitat for
native flora and fauna. Plant species included
kangaroo grass, lemon myrtle and native
raspberries. The planting launched the Bush
Tucker Trail Project. In phase two of the project,
students will install educational signage,
beehives and insect hotels.
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/01/male-southern-elephant-seals-are-picky-eaters--study-suggests
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/01/male-southern-elephant-seals-are-picky-eaters--study-suggests
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/09/quolls-bilbies-living-beyond-fence-sturt-national-park
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/09/quolls-bilbies-living-beyond-fence-sturt-national-park
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/02/unsw-scientists-help-set-up-new-rescue-centre-for-threatened-platypus0
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/07/incorporating-indigenous-knowledge-in-unsw-bushfire-research
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/07/incorporating-indigenous-knowledge-in-unsw-bushfire-research
https://www.sustainability.unsw.edu.au/unsw-kensington-campus-blooms-bush-tucker-trail-project
https://www.sustainability.unsw.edu.au/unsw-kensington-campus-blooms-bush-tucker-trail-project
https://www.sustainability.unsw.edu.au/unsw-kensington-campus-blooms-bush-tucker-trail-project

External leadership
& engagement

Conserving important marshlands

The Macquarie Marshes and wetlands are important
for vegetation and bird breeding, however they are
threatened by climate change and water resource
development. UNSW'’s Centre for Ecosystem Science

provided conservation advice on the wetlands
and inner floodplains of the Macquarie Marshes.
The advice detailed key species and ecological
processes critical to the survival of the marshes.

Examining land care by
Aboriginal councils

Awarded land by government, Aboriginal Land
Councils seek to create economic enterprises,
protect culture and conserve the land. In partnership
with the NSW Government, UNSW researchers
examined the involvement of Aboriginal Land
Councils in land care and conservation work. They
found a desire among councils to better manage the
land and grow an income stream from this work.

Operations & governance

Imparting bush regeneration skills

Together with Randwick City Council, UNSW

hosted a bushcare volunteering day on its Gordon
Bay campus. Volunteers planted Indigenous

coastal heath species to support habitat for small
birds. They also learned about the craft of bush
regeneration alongside the Council’s knowledgeable
Bushcare Team and dedicated volunteers.

Creating a conservation area in arid NSW

Fowlers Gap is an extensive arid area of NSW
supported by almost 60 years of UNSW research.
In 2022, the University announced it would restore
the area, making it into a dedicated site for
conservation. In 2024, UNSW researchers finished
installing fencing to protect native fauna and
flora from rabbits, goats, kangaroos and invasive
predators, such as foxes and cats.
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ecosystem
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/draft-conservation-advice-wetlands-and-inner-floodplains-of-the-macquarie-marshes
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/draft-conservation-advice-wetlands-and-inner-floodplains-of-the-macquarie-marshes
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/cm9_documents/Supporting-expert-report-Aboriginal-land-and-environmental-enterprises-December-2024.PDF
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/cm9_documents/Supporting-expert-report-Aboriginal-land-and-environmental-enterprises-December-2024.PDF
https://events.humanitix.com/bushcare-for-beginners-at-gordons-bay
https://events.humanitix.com/bushcare-for-beginners-at-gordons-bay
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/innovation-and-engagement/fowlers-gap-new-exclosures-are-globally-significant-experiment-in-the
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/innovation-and-engagement/fowlers-gap-new-exclosures-are-globally-significant-experiment-in-the
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/innovation-and-engagement/fowlers-gap-new-exclosures-are-globally-significant-experiment-in-the
https://www.sustainability.unsw.edu.au/our-plan/living-campuses#:~:text=Measuring%20the%20biodiversity%20value%20of%20our%20Kensington%20campus%2C%20via%20a%20metric%20which%20tracks%20our%20progress%20in%20conserving%C2%A0and%20enhancing%C2%A0ecosystems.%C2%A0
https://www.sustainability.unsw.edu.au/our-plan/living-campuses#:~:text=Measuring%20the%20biodiversity%20value%20of%20our%20Kensington%20campus%2C%20via%20a%20metric%20which%20tracks%20our%20progress%20in%20conserving%C2%A0and%20enhancing%C2%A0ecosystems.%C2%A0
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/09/unsw-researchers-win-at-australia-s--science-oscars-?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/09/unsw-researchers-win-at-australia-s--science-oscars-?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social
https://www.arc.gov.au/news-publications/media/media-releases/industry-laureate-fellowships-helping-address-industry-identified-challenges-and-opportunities
https://www.arc.gov.au/news-publications/media/media-releases/industry-laureate-fellowships-helping-address-industry-identified-challenges-and-opportunities

SDG 16:

Peace, Justice and
Strong Institutions

UNSW led efforts to reduce out-of-home care
rates among Aboriginal children and helped
an Aboriginal community reduce contact with
the justice system, it supported security and
safety progress in conflict-affected Nepal, and
it launched its own sustainability and modern
slavery strategies.

Research & enterprise

Reducing out-of-home care rates for
Aboriginal children

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children make up
42% of children in out-of-home care in Australia, but
only 5.9% of the child population.UNSW's Dr BJ Newton
is a Ministerial Aboriginal Partnership Group member
advising the NSW Government on how to reduce this
overrepresentation. Her ‘Bringing Them Home, Keeping
Them Home' research — a global first — has significantly
informed government plans for systemic reform.

Inclusive research to improve refugee services

The voice of refugees is often absent in research around
human rights services, which can eventually result in
services further disadvantaging them. Together with

the NSW Refugee Communities Advocacy Network and
input from key countries worldwide, UNSW identified
best practice guidelines to follow in community-based

research. Researchers concluded that recognising refugee

relationships and documenting their perspectives are
integral to inclusive human rights-informed care.

Security and safety in the Indo-Pacific

In support of security and community safety in Nepal,

UNSW's Institute for Global Development (IGD) along with

the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies(Cambodia)
and the Niti Foundation (Nepal) met with regional
police, political leaders and civic leaders to discuss
key challenges and potential solutions. The trilateral
partnership presented key findings on community
safety and security in the Indo-Pacific to the Australian
Government.
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/03/out-of-home-care-shift-to-reunite-indigenous-families-backed-by-research-and-community
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/03/out-of-home-care-shift-to-reunite-indigenous-families-backed-by-research-and-community
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/02/does-our-understanding-of-human-rights-truly-reflect-our-socio-cultural-diversity
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/02/does-our-understanding-of-human-rights-truly-reflect-our-socio-cultural-diversity
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/02/does-our-understanding-of-human-rights-truly-reflect-our-socio-cultural-diversity
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/04/reimagining-support-security-actors-conflict-affected-contexts-indo-pacific-nepal-fieldwork
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/04/reimagining-support-security-actors-conflict-affected-contexts-indo-pacific-nepal-fieldwork
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/08/understanding-community-policing-and-public-safety-needs-in-the-asia-pacific

Education &
student experience

Reform ideas for Australia’s legal system

At UNSW's annual Hal Wootten Lecture, Magistrate
Professor David Heilpern outlined three reforms

to positively transform the legal landscape. The
reforms included the hearing of appeals of refused
bail in District Court instead of the Supreme Court
to reduce wait times, ensuring small breaches of
process don't override far more serious crimes, and
reducing testing for drug driving involving medicinal
cannabis.

Decision-making in a volatile age

In a Sydney first, UNSW hosted the Nobel Prize
Dialogue to discuss and explore the future of
decision-making, which is being negatively impacted
by a decline in democracy, geopolitical tensions and
Al. In a series of talks, Nobel Prize laureates and
international experts explored the powerful forces
that shape our decisions and how we can navigate
the digital age.

External leadership
& engagement

Reducing contact with the justice system

The Aboriginal community in Walgett are the target
of over-policing, leading to a high risk of contact with
the criminal justice system. With the aim of avoiding
further criminalisation and marginalisation, UNSW's
Yuwaya Ngarra-li partnership with the DEG developed
the Two River Pathway to Change Model in 2018. In
2024, they published a review of the model. Another
Yuwaya Ngarra-li project is facilitating collaboration
with local services to support Walgett residents to
pay off fines and avoid the justice system.

Business and human rights training in Asia

In partnership with the UN Development Programme,
UNSW's Australian Human Rights Institute delivered
training on business and human rights to national
human rights institutions across Asia. The training
increased capacity and understanding of business
and human rights, promoted knowledge exchange,
and built networks and linkages for those working in
business and human rights in the region.

Operations & governance

Sustainability and modern slavery
strategies

In 2024, UNSW launched a Sustainable Procurement
Framework and a Modern Slavery Strategy. The
Sustainable Procurement Framework outlines

risk assessments and risk mitigation strategies

for suppliers around environmental sustainability,
modern slavery, human and labour rights, and social
procurement. The Modern Slavery Strategy aims

to manage social risks and protect human rights
through strong governance, risk management, and
effective remediation and reporting.
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450 hospital patients
benefited from free
legal services from the
UNSW Kingsford Legal
Centre’s Health Justice
Partnership in the five
years to 2024
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Global Australian Award
— Professor Mimi Zou for

global leadership on AI
governance
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/From-the-profane-to-the-profound-Magistrate-David-Heilpern-on-reforming-Australias-legal-system
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/From-the-profane-to-the-profound-Magistrate-David-Heilpern-on-reforming-Australias-legal-system
https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/future-decision-making-nobel-prize-dialogue-sydney-2024
https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/future-decision-making-nobel-prize-dialogue-sydney-2024
https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/research/2023-10-yssy-burton-clark/2024-02-yn_tworiversbriefingpaper.pdf
https://www.unsw.edu.au/walgett-partnership/current-programs/dealing-with-fines
https://www.humanrights.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/Institute%20Societal%20Impact%20Report_2021-2024.pdf
https://www.humanrights.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/Institute%20Societal%20Impact%20Report_2021-2024.pdf
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/launching-unsws-sustainable-procurement-framework-and-modern-slavery-statement
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/social-impact/launching-unsws-sustainable-procurement-framework-and-modern-slavery-statement
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/the-free-legal-service-providing-justice-in-a-health-crisis
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/the-free-legal-service-providing-justice-in-a-health-crisis
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2024/11/UNSWs-Mimi-Zou-Honoured-with-Global-Australian-Award-2024

From working with key partners
to improve healthcare outcomes
in Australia and off-grid

solar repair skills in Africa, to
empowering countries to tackle
plastics pollution and supporting
Australian companies to act more
sustainably, UNSW nurtured a
range of partnerships to progress
the goals in 2024.

SDG 17: Partnerships
for the Goals

Research & enterprise

Delivering better healthcare in NSW

Comprising UNSW and 14 other organisations,
the Sydney Partnership for Health, Education,
Research and Enterprise (SPHERE) develops
innovative ways to deliver better healthcare
outcomes to NSW communities. In 2024,
SPHERE highlights included providing
recommendations to a government inquiry into
menopause and perimenopause, and funding
research exploring how technology can support

older Australians to age at home independently.

ARC Linkage grants for projects in
African and Aboriginal communities

Through the ARC Linkage program, a UNSW-
led project in partnership with CLASP, SolarAid
and Zuwa Energy is developing off-grid solar
repair skills in Malawi and Zambia. It also
partnered with the NSW Government, four
Australian universities and one Canadian
university to examine how young and urban
Aboriginal people can enjoy better sexual
health and wellbeing.

1 PARTNERSHIPS
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Education &
student experience

Raising global engineering skills

More engineers are needed worldwide. To
support progress, UNSW joined forces with
Arizona State University and King’s College
London to create the Engineering & Design
Institute London (TEDI-London) in 2020.

In 2024, the founding cohort of students
completed their Global Design Engineering
degrees. TEDI-London currently has 120
students enrolled who are learning how best to
tackle global engineering challenges.

Sharing best practices with
Timor-Leste and Tonga

UNSW signed three memorandums of
understanding in 2024 with Universidade
Nacional Timor Lorosa’e and Dili Institute

of Technology in Timor-Leste and Christ’s
University of the Pacific in Tonga. The
universities agreed to activities like sharing
academic materials, running staff and student
exchange programs, increasing the number of
local PhDs, supporting curriculum development
and producing seminars on the SDGs.
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https://www.thesphere.com.au/
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https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/innovation-and-engagement/tedi-london-celebrates-its-inaugural-graduation
https://www.inside.unsw.edu.au/innovation-and-engagement/tedi-london-celebrates-its-inaugural-graduation
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/UNSW-hosts-Timor-Leste-President-for-discussions-on-Water-Food-and-Health
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/UNSW-hosts-Timor-Leste-President-for-discussions-on-Water-Food-and-Health
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/UNSW-hosts-Timor-Leste-President-for-discussions-on-Water-Food-and-Health
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/05/unsw-engineering-signs-mou-with-university-in-tonga
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/05/unsw-engineering-signs-mou-with-university-in-tonga

External leadership
& engagement

Ocean sustainable development
through partnership

Through the Centre for Sustainable
Development Reform's Secretariat leadership,
the Global Ocean Accounts Partnership (GOAP)
expanded to 44 member organisations across
23 countries. The Global Dialogue in Bali
attracted 7 Indo-Pacific Ministers and over

450 participants from nearly 50 countries,
facilitating knowledge exchange and policy
momentum. Key outcomes included Indonesia’s

National Ocean Accounts Dashboard launch
and Costa Rica's Joint Declaration, with 18
countries pledging to advance ocean accounts
by 2030. GOAP’s regional Communities of
Practice provide platforms for peer learning,
while partnerships with the High Level Panel for
a Sustainable Ocean Economy, IOC-UNESCO,
and UN SEEA Technical Working Groups have
integrated ocean accounting into global ocean
governance frameworks.

UNSW working with UN on
global events

UNSW is a strategic knowledge partner of
the UN Development Coordination Office

— Regional Officer for Asia and the Pacific
(UNDCO), assisting with the engagement of
local resources and capabilities. In 2024, the
partnership curated events in Bangkok and
New York together with the UN Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(UNESCAP), the UN Executive Office of the
Secretary General (UNEOSG),and UN Global
Pulse.

Operations &
governance

UNSW joins the UN Global Compact

The UN Global Compact is the world’s largest
corporate sustainability initiative. In 2024,
UNSW became a non-business signatory to the
Compact and joined the UN Global Compact
Network Australia, contributing to a national
community of organisations committed to
advancing the Compact’s Ten Principles for
ethical, sustainable, and socially responsible
practice. This step builds on UNSW's
longstanding commitment to responsible
business, including the UNSW Business
School’s participation in the UN Principles for
Responsible Management Education (PRME).

UNSW opens new health building

In partnership with the Randwick Health
Campus, UNSW opened the new Integrated
Acute Services Building (IASB) in the Prince

of Wales Hospital, a first in NSW. The IASB
features 10 floors of laboratories and research,
teaching and collaboration spaces. The
partnership aims to foster connections between
students, researchers and clinical teams to
ultimately improve healthcare innovation

and outcomes.

25,222

Publications
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Highlights

UNSW hosted Timor-Leste
President, His Excellency
José Ramos-Horta — to discuss

water,

Awards

1 PARTNERSHIPS

FOR THE GOALS

Community Champion for STI

testing in remote communities -

food and health

Shaping Australia Awards
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https://www.oceanaccounts.org/global-dialogue-sustainable-ocean-development/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/fisheries-resource-center-of-indonesia_visualisasi-dashboard-ocean-accounting-activity-7223507534324678657-OEGm/?rcm=ACoAAAzYn6IBzwSVc-UvPQVwRIMUE-z1JZ0yiWg
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https://www.estate.unsw.edu.au/unsw-integrated-acute-services-building
https://www.estate.unsw.edu.au/unsw-integrated-acute-services-building
https://www.estate.unsw.edu.au/unsw-integrated-acute-services-building
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/UNSW-hosts-Timor-Leste-President-for-discussions-on-Water-Food-and-Health
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2024/10/UNSW-hosts-Timor-Leste-President-for-discussions-on-Water-Food-and-Health
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2025/02/unsw-kirby-institute-remote-sti-testing-program-wins-university-award
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2025/02/unsw-kirby-institute-remote-sti-testing-program-wins-university-award

Methodology

This report is a snapshot of UNSW's contributions
to advancing the UN SDGs through the 2024
activities of students, staff and partnerships, as
part of the University’s commitment to positive
societal impact and improving life on earth.

Stories were selected for inclusion based

on submissions from faculties, centres and
institutes, and through a desktop review of
UNSW news articles, websites and other key
UNSW reporting.

We have endeavoured to select the most relevant
SDG for each story. Many stories are relevant

to multiple goals and targets, reflecting the
interconnected nature of the SDGs. Progress in
one area — such as health, education or climate
action — often supports or depends on progress
in others. This interdependence highlights the
need for interdisciplinary approaches that bridge
social, environmental and economic factors.

The entries are divided into the four broad pillars
by which UNSW understands our contributions
to the goals: Education & Student Experience;
Operations & Governance; Research & Enterprise;
and External Engagement & Leadership.

Publications

Publication numbers are based on Scopus SDG
datasets in SciVal and cover UNSW research

outputs 2021-24. Each SDG from 1-16 can be
added as a research area. Access the relevant
Scopus dataset.

This mapping was used as part of the 2025 THE
Impact Rankings approach to scoring research
outputs. SDG 17 is calculated as the sum of all
SDG-related publications in each time period
(with duplicates removed). SciVal does not offer
SDG 17 as a research area, but the total for the
current THE Impact Rankings can be found on the
website. Note: this reflects the latest THE data
and is limited to the years included in the

Impact Rankings.

For more details about UNSW's and
our partners’ contributions to
sustainability, see:

2024 UNSW Annual Report

2024 Arc Annual Report

2024 Environmental Sustainability Report

2022-2024 Environmental Sustainability Plan

UNSW Business School PRME reporting

Workplace Gender Equality Agency

« Australian Workplace Equality Index

SAGE Athena Swan

« Australian Human Rights Institute Societal

Impact Report 2021-2024

Sustainability Matters publications & reports
page
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https://www.scival.com/overview/sdg?uri=Institution/201027
https://www.scival.com/overview/sdg?uri=Institution/201027
https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/p52c7d3hfs/1
https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/p52c7d3hfs/1
https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/annual-reports
https://www.arc.unsw.edu.au/uploads/2024%20Arc%20Annual%20Report_V11_1.pdf
https://www.sustainability.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/Environmental%20Sustainability%20Report%202024.pdf
https://www.sustainability.unsw.edu.au/our-plan
https://www.unsw.edu.au/business/about-us/accreditation
https://www.edi.unsw.edu.au/diversity-inclusion/gender-equity/workplace-gender-equality-agency-wgeahttps:/www.edi.unsw.edu.au/diversity-inclusion/gender-equity/workplace-gender-equality-agency-wgea
https://www.edi.unsw.edu.au/diversity-inclusion/lgbtqia-community/australian-workplace-equality-index
https://edi.unsw.edu.au/diversity-inclusion/gender-equity/sage-athena-swan-award
https://www.humanrights.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/Institute%20Societal%20Impact%20Report_2021-2024.pdf
https://www.humanrights.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/Institute%20Societal%20Impact%20Report_2021-2024.pdf
https://www.edi.unsw.edu.au/sustainability-matters/publications-reports
https://www.edi.unsw.edu.au/sustainability-matters/publications-reports
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