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	PARTICIPANT INFORMATION STATEMENT AND CONSENT FORM

	
Exploration of STI and BBV awareness, prevention, and testing practices among young women and heterosexual communities engaging in sexualised drug use 

Led by Dr Kerryn Drysdale


		
1. What is the research study about?
You are invited to take part in this research study. The research study aims to explore perceptions and experiences in relation to the intentional/purposeful use of drugs used in combination with sex among cisgender women and heterosexual men, especially approaches to sexually transmissible inflections (STIs) testing, prevention and treatment. 

2. [bookmark: _Hlk23428058]Who is conducting this research?
The study is being carried out by the following researchers at the Centre for Social Research in Health, UNSW Sydney:
· Dr Kerryn Drysdale (lead investigator)
· Dr Mia Harrison (co-investigator)
· Professor Carla Treloar (co-investigator) 

Research Funder: This research is being funded by the NSW Ministry of Health. They are interested in understanding the rise of particular STIs in cisgender women and heterosexual men who use recreational (that is, non-prescribed) drugs to facilitate, enhance or prolong sex.

3. Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria
Before you decide to participate in this research study, we need to ensure that it is ok for you to take part. The research study is looking recruit people who meet the following criteria:
· Identify as a cisgender woman or heterosexual man.
· Has purposely used illicit and/or recreational (non-prescribed) drugs to facilitate, enhance and/or prolong sex in the last 12 months with more than one sexual partner (either through multiple sexual encounters or in the context of group sex).
· Can participate in an online interview in English.
· Currently live in NSW, Australia.
· Are over the age of 18 years. 

Participants who meet the following criteria will be excluded from the study:
· People that do not meet the above criteria.

4. Do I have to take part in this research study?
Participation in this research study is voluntary. If you do not want to take part, you do not have to. If you decide to take part and later change your mind, you are free to withdraw from the study at any stage.
If you decide you want to take part in the research study, you will be asked to:
· Read the information carefully (ask questions if necessary);
· Sign and return the consent form if you decide to participate in the study or agree to a verbal consent process before the interview;
· Take a copy of this form with you to keep.

If you feel more comfortable, you may use a pseudonym throughout the research.
 
5. What does participation in this research require, and are there any risks involved?
If you agree to participate you will be asked to complete an online interview, and you will be asked questions about your thoughts on and experiences of sexualised drug use:
· How you understand the use of drugs to facilitate, enhance and/or prolong sex.
· Your past and most recent experiences of using drugs to facilitate, enhance and/or prolong sex with more than one partner (either through multiple sexual encounters or in the context of group sex).
· How you keep you and your partner(s) safe while using drugs to facilitate, enhance and/or prolong sex, including harm reduction and sexual health strategies.
· What your current STI testing, prevention, and treatment practices and experiences are, and any ways that you can benefit from healthcare services.
You will not be asked questions outside of these topics.
[bookmark: _Hlk23493914]The interview will take place on Zoom or MS Teams and will take no more than 90 minutes to complete. With your permission the research team would like to audio record the interview (and any video recordings automatically generated will be deleted). If you do not wish to be recorded but you would like to participate you advise the research team and written notes will be taken. You will receive an initial reminder, and one follow up reminder of the interview. 
[bookmark: _Hlk525727761]Additional Costs and Reimbursement: There are no costs associated with participating in this research project, nor will you be paid.  However, you will receive a AUD$100 prepaid Mastercard to reimburse you for any expenses and time while completing the interview.

Psychological Distress: You may feel that some of the questions we ask are stressful or upsetting. If you do not wish to answer a question, you may skip it and go to the next question, or you may stop immediately. If you become upset or distressed as a result of your participation in the research project, the research team will be able to arrange for counselling or other appropriate support. Alternatively, a number of free contactable support services are included at section 9.  Any counselling or support will be provided by qualified staff who are not members of the research team. This counselling will be provided free of charge.

Disclosure of illegal activities: Individuals who are subject to criminal justice processes should be aware that in certain limited circumstances, a court of law may be persuaded to order disclosure of particular information relating to you which would otherwise remain confidential. We will not ask you nor should you tell us specific identifiable information about any crimes that you have not been charged with, such as names, dates or places of illegal activities. 

We cannot keep certain information confidential if we:
· think you are going to seriously harm yourself;
· think you are going to seriously harm someone else;
· learn information concerning the protective safety of children and/or
· have been asked to provide this information by a court of law.

Over many years of research, we have never been required by law to provide our research information to anyone else. If we are, we will do our best to tell you. 

6. What will happen to information about me?
By signing the consent form, you consent to the research team collecting and using information about you for the research study. 
· The research team will store the data collected from you for this research project for a minimum of 7 years after the completion of the research.
· The information about you will be stored in a re-identifiable format where any identifiers such as your name, address, date of birth will be replaced with a unique code. If you feel more comfortable, you can use a pseudonym rather than your name, and we will store all the data using that pseudonym.
· Information collected from you in an electronic format stored on a UNSW password protected OneDrive only accessible to the approved research investigators.  
· Audio recordings will be stored on a UNSW password protected OneDrive only accessible to the approved research investigators 

The information you provide is personal information for the purposes of the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (NSW).  You have the right of access to personal information held about you by the University, the right to request correction and amendment of it, and the right to make a complaint about a breach of the Information Protection Principles as contained in the PPIP Act.  Further information on how the University protects personal information is available in the UNSW Privacy Management Plan.


7. How and when will I find out what the results of the research study are?
The research team intend to publish and report the results of the research. All Information will be published in a way that will not identify you. 

If you would like to receive a copy of the results you can let the research team know by inserting your email or mailing address in the consent form. We will only use these details to send you the results of the research.  

8. What if I want to withdraw from the research study?
If you do consent to participate, you may withdraw at any time. You can do so by completing the ‘Withdrawal of Consent Form’ which is provided at the end of this document or you can ring the research team and tell them you no longer want to participate. Your decision not to participate or to withdraw from the study will not affect your relationship with UNSW Sydney or the NSW Ministry of Health.  If you decide to leave the research study, the researchers will not collect additional information from you. You can request that any identifiable information about you be withdrawn from the research project. 

9. What if I have a complaint or any concerns about the research study?
If you have a complaint regarding any aspect of the study or the way it is being conducted, please contact the UNSW Human Ethics Coordinator:

Complaints Contact 
	Position
	UNSW Human Research Ethics Coordinator

	Telephone
	+ 61 2 9385 6222

	Email
	humanethics@unsw.edu.au 

	HC Reference Number
	iRECS10005



10. What should I do if I have further questions about my involvement in the research study?
The person you may need to contact will depend on the nature of your query. If you require further information regarding this study or if you have any problems which may be related to your involvement in the study, you can contact the following member/s of the research team:

Research Team Contact Details
	Name
	Dr Mia Harrison

	Position
	Research Fellow and co-investigator

	Telephone
	+61 2 9348 3280

	Email
	mia.harrison@unsw.edu.au 


 
Chief Investigator
	Name
	Dr Kerryn Drysdale

	Position
	Senior Research Fellow and lead-investigator

	Telephone
	+61 2 9385 6412

	Email
	k.drysdale@unsw.edu.au 



Support Services Contact Details
If at any stage during the study, you become distressed or require additional support from someone not involved in the research please call:

· Lifeline is a non-profit organisation that provides free, 24-hour telephone crisis support service in Australia. Call 13 11 14, text 0477 13 11 14, or chat online.

· Beyond Blue Support Service is available 24/7 for brief counselling. Counsellors will listen and help you find the extra mental health help you need. Get free, confidential counselling (local call costs apply)  on 1300 22 4636 or chat to a counsellor online.

· PeerLine is a service run by the NSW Users and AIDS Association, and is a confidential peer-run telephone service providing support to people who use drugs, are on the opioid treatment program or are seeking treatment across NSW. PeerLine is available from 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) on 1800 644 413 or email peerline@nuaa.org.au. 

· NSW Sexual Health Infolink (SHIL) provides free, confidential advice from experienced nurses. You can call them on 1800 451 624 (9:00am to 5:30pm, Monday to Friday) to find your nearest sexual health clinic and help you book an appointment.
Consent Form – Participant providing own consent 
Declaration by the participant
· I understand I am being asked to provide consent to participate in this research study;
· I have read the Participant Information Sheet, or someone has read it to me in a language that I understand; 
· I understand the purposes, study tasks and risks of the research described in the study;
· Recordings: I understand that the research team will audio record the interviews (any video recordings automatically generated will be deleted); I agree to be recorded for this purpose.
· I provide my consent for the information collected about me to be used for the purpose of this research study only.
· I have had an opportunity to ask questions and I am satisfied with the answers I have received;
· I freely agree to participate in this research study as described and understand that I am free to withdraw at any time during the study and withdrawal will not affect my relationship with any of the named organisations and/or research team members;
· I would like to receive a copy of the study results via email, I have provided my details below and ask that they be used for this purpose only;
· I understand that I will be given a signed copy of this document to keep.

Name or pseudonym: _____________________________________ 

Email Address (optional, if opting receive a copy of the results):

 ______________________________

Participant Signature
	Name or pseudonym of Participant 
(please print)
	

	Signature of Research Participant 
	


	Date
	



Declaration by Researcher*
· I have given a verbal explanation of the research study; its study activities and risks and I believe that the participant has understood that explanation. 
Researcher Signature*
	Name of Researcher (please print)
	

	Signature of Researcher 
	


	Date
	



+An appropriately qualified member of the research team must provide the explanation of, and information concerning the research study.
Note: All parties signing the consent section must date their own signature.


Form for Withdrawal of Participation

I wish to WITHDRAW my consent to participate in this research study described above and understand that such withdrawal WILL NOT affect my relationship with The University of New South Wales, or the NSW Ministry of Health.

· I am withdrawing my consent and I would like any identifiable information collected about me which I have provided for the purpose of this research study withdrawn.



Participant Name
	Name of Participant
 (please type)
	

	Date
	



The section for Withdrawal of Participation should be forwarded to:
	CI Name:
	Dr Mia Harrison

	Phone:
	+61 2 9348 3280

	Email:
	mia.harrison@unsw.edu.au 
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